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could mnot avail ourselves of the ship-
ping space we had arranged. Following
on that we were threatened by Bell
& Co. with an action for damages
amounting to £10,000, and we had
to fix up as best we conld. We de-
cided to pay something like £6,000 to
effect a seftlement. The cancellation of
the contract for the supply of sleepers
to the Federal Government was due to
no fault of our own. Following on that
cancellation had to be the eancellation
of the contract with MeArdell & Bell
The proposal of Mr. Cullen to send the
resolution to His Excellency the Gov-
ernor for diseussion in Execuntive Couneil
15 2 novel one. Even if it were the pro-
per comrse to adopt, His FExcellency
would not be likely to forget that there
was another branch of the Legmslature
whose opinion would be worth having—
a braneh which has the power to bring
about the dismissal of the Ministry if it
thinks Ministers have done wrong. Mr.
Cullen could scarcely expect the Govern-
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this on the snggestion of one House. Not
that there is anything objeetionable in
the motion. I must confess that it is
generons, It gives as free a hand to the
Government as any Treasurer could wish;
but the danger is that perbaps it goes
too far, and that the eustodians of the
publie purse in another place may not be
so trusting as Mr. Collen. Anyhow, they
ought fo be consulted. But the easiest
way out of the difficulty is for this House,
by an amendment of the motion, to sig-
nify its willingness to pass the Public
Works Committee Bill, and T feel cer-
tain the Government wiil do the rest.

On motion by Hon. W, Kingsmill de-
hate adjourned,

House adjourned at 5.59 p.m,
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The DEUPTY SPEAKER took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—PRIVATE MEMBERS’
BUSINESS.

Mr, THOMSON (without notice) asked
the Premier: What is the position as re-
gards private members’ business? About
a fortnight ago the Minister for Mines
woved that, in addition to Tuesdays and
Thursdays, Government business should
take precedence each alternate Wednes-
day. Yesterday being a holiday, I nalur-
ally assumed that private members’
business would have been given prefer-
ence to-day, but I find it is at the bottom
of the Notice Paper. Can private mem-
bers’ business be dealt with on Wednes-
day next?

The PREMIER replied: Had yester-
day been set aside for Government busi-
ness, we would bave lost a day on ae-
connt of it being a holiday, and T am
afraid private members will have to
forego the day the same as the Govern-
ment wonld have had to do.

Mr. THOMSON : Will Wednesday next
be set apart for private members’ busi-
ness?

The PREMIER: That is governed by
a Sessional Order.

PAPFRS PRESENTED.
By the Attorney General: 1, Educaticn

Department, “Lessons on the Laws of
Health.” 2, Report on alleged special
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treatment at Kalgoorlie of prisoner

(George Hughes (asked for by Hon.
Frank Wilson).
QUESTION — RAILWAY STEEL

TYRES, CONTRACT WITH STRE-

L1TZ BROS.

Air. SMITH asked the Premier: In
view of his reply to my last question re
the Midvale Co., that this firm’s tender
was not accepted because their tyres had
not been ihoroughly rested, will he ex-
plain why they are specially mentioned
as approved makers on Sehedule No. 582
issued on the 22nd Mareh last?

The PREMIER replied: The Midvale
Steel Company are not mentioned as ap-
proved makers in conneelion with Sched-
ule 58a of 22nd Mareh last, ag will be
disclosed by veference to Specifieation
215, signed by the Chief Mechanieal En-
gineer on-20th May, 1913.

Mr. Smith: T ean produee a eopy of it.

QUESTION—HORSE-RACING CON-
TROL, TO LEGISLATE.

Alv. HUDSON asked the Premier: 1,
Is it the intention of the (Government
to have regard to the resolution of the
House and introduce a measure giving
effact to the recommendations coniained
in the interin report of the Joint Select
Commitiee on horse-racing control? 2,
If s0, when?

The PREMIER veplied: 1, It is not
the intention of the Government to in-
troduce a measure dealing with sireet
hetting this session unless the complete
report of the eommitlee in regard to
control of racing is received in time to
permit the whole question being sub-
mitted, 2, Answered by No. 1.

QUESTION — FLOUR SALES BY
GOVERNMENT.

¥r. FOLEY asked the Minister for

Agrienlture: 1, Is it true that the Govern-

ment sold American flour te buyers in

[ASSEMBLY.]

South Australia at £17 10s. per ton when,
at the same time, £18 10s, was being
charged to buyers in this State for the
same class of flour? 2, If so, will he see
that loecal buyers get at least equal eon-
sideration with those in other States?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE replied: 1, In order to avoid a
large earry over of flour at the end of
the season, and which in all probability
would have to be sold at greatly reduced
rates, the Government have cousented fto
the millers who are gristing the wheat
imported by the Government endeavour-
ing fo export the surplus stocks, 2,
Flour is already being sold to loeal pur-
chasers at less than the eost of produe-
tion, and the selling rate is consistent
with that ruling in the Eastern Stafes.

QUESTION — LIQUOR LICENSE,
SANDRINGHAM HOTEL.

Mr. ALLEN asked the Premier: Has he
taken steps to deal with the license of
the Sandringham hotel in view of the
sworn evidence that persons were served
with numerous drinks in the early hours
of the morning?

The PREMIER replied: The matter is
heing investigated,

QUESTION — EDUCATION IN TEM-
PERANCE SUBJECTS IN STATE
SCHOOLS,

Mr. GRIFPFITHS asked the Minister
for Tdueation: 1. Is temperance taught
in the schools? 2, To what extent is it
tanght, e, what is the nature of the
work being done in each section of the
school? 3, Is this work reported on by
the inspectors? 4, Could he supply the
House with the reports of inspeectors in
the metropolitan area for the last 12
months?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
replied: 1, Yes. 2, It is taught in accord-
ance with the Department’s “Lessons on
the Laws of Healih,” a eopy of which I
am tabling. 3, Yes. 4, Yes, if required.
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QUESTION — FLYING MACHINE
LOCALLY MANUFACTURED,

XMr. TATYLOR. (for Mr, Green) asked
the Premier: 1, Has his attention been
drawn to a report in Tuesday morning’s
West Australian of an aerial flight from
Coolgardie to Kurrawang hy a young
Kalgoorlie resident named A. 1. Geere?
2, Is he aware that the whole of this
machine, with the exceplion of the engine,
was designed and made solely hy young
Kalgoorlie residents, many of whom ave
sludenis of the Kalgoorlie School of
Mines? 3, Will he draw the attention
of the Tederal military authorities,
throngh the Prime Minisler, to this sue-
cessful flight, with a view of having the
machine placed at the disposal of the
military authorities?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes., 2, T
helieve so0. 3, Yes.
JOINT SELECT COMMITTET,

HORSE-RACING CONTROL.
My HFUNSONY  ( Vilaawnd
kA e AR e A= b A
move—

That the time for bringing up the
report be exlended for ¢ week.
The report is under consideration by the
coinmittee, and we expect it will be ready
by that date.

Question passed.

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE,
MONEY BILLS PROCEDURE.
Mr. ROBINSON {Canning) [4.39]: 1
move—
That the time for bringing up the re-

port be extended for a week.
The eommittee have met, and while they
have not agreed on the terms of a Bill,
the ideas have been in a way agreed upon,
and representatives of each side are (o
see the Solicitor-General to (ry to frame
clanses which will meet with common eon-
senl.

Question passed.

ANNUATL ESTIMATES, 1915-16.
In Commitlee of Supply.

Resumed from the 5th Oetober,
MeDowall in the Chair.

AMr.

© £25,292,705.
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Mines Depavtment (Hon.
Minister) :

Vote—Ilines, £63,454;

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
P, Collier—Boulder) [4.40}: I was under
the impression that the work of this de-
partment was so well and favourably
known to hon, members that there would
he no need to oceupy the time of lhe
House with any introductory remarks.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Do not youn want
to tell us of vour good deeds?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
a modest man, and am content to allow
them to be buried in obseurity. Those
who are interested cannot fail to observe
them. We have reason to congratulate
ourselves on the faet that during the past
year or two, in these times of stress, when
the Stale has been suffering to a very
great extent because of bad seasons and
the war and other causes, the principal
industry of the State has been progress-
ing in a satisfactory manper. The gold
ploduchon in 1914 for the whole of the

P. Collier,
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a value of £3,237,353, which, I think, con-
sidering the disloeation of everything
corsequent on the war, indicates that the
industry is sound, and is being well main-
fained. T¥or the first nine months of {ke
present year, the value of the gold out-
put was £3,865,614, and in the corres-
ponding period of last year £3,900,841.
So it will be seen that the falling off dur-
ing the firsl nine months of ‘this year,
as compared wilh last year, is very smatll
indeed, The total output of gold from
Western Australia to date, which covers
practically only the past two decades,
amounts to 29,185,800 ozs., of a toial
value of £123,973,440. Only calm con-
lemplation of the magnitude of those fig-
ures will bring home to hon, members the
value the industry has been fo the State
during the past 20 years, The dividends
paid hy mining companies during 1914
amounied to £799.392, and for the first
nine months of this year to £590,636, and
the grand total of dividends paid is
During the past three or
four years the Yilgarn goldfield has
shown a substantial inerease. There has
been much activity In many of the out-
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lying centres of that field, partieularly at
Westonia, where developments in the
Edna May mine have been most encounr-
aging, I think there is no reason to
doubt that the Westonia fleld will con-
tinue to be a permanent and prosperons
mining centre for many years to come.
When we have regard to the fact that
only three or four years ago that centre,
which is now a hive of industry, con-
sisted, comparatively speaking, of nothing
but the native bush and timber, it brings
home to us the remarkably rapid devel-
opment whieh fakes place in mining cen-
tres, and particnlarly so when there 15 a
goldmine such as the Edna May; and 1
may say there are one or two others whieh
are very pronising also. Turning to an-
other part of the Yilgarn field, it is a
matter for congratulation that there has
been a new discovery at Mount Holland,
100 miles from Southern Cross, As hon.
members are aware, that find was made
some few months ago, within the past six
months; and there are at present, T he-
lieve, belween G0 and 70 men employed at
Mount Holland. A line of reef has been
opened up for a length of four or five
miles, and althongh the distriet may not
eome up to, shall T say, the boom reporis
first received with regard to it, there is
no doubt whatever that history will repeat
ifself in this distriet, and that we shall
see at Mount Holland as we have seen in
many mining distriets of this State, one
or two fairly decent mines developed out
of that new find. The eountry has been
travelled over considerably during former
vears, and especially during the last year
or two, but the distriet in which the fin:
has been made was covered with thick,
heavy serub, and it was only by reason
of a bush fire passing through that dis-
trict lasi summer that the prospeciors
were able to get over the distriet and make
this discovery.

Mr. Folev: Assisted prospectors have
been there for twelve months,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That
1 so. It is true, of eourse, that so far

the values revealed at the new find ave”

not very high; bult we know that
a good and successful mine does not de-
pend altogether upon high values. Tuorn-
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ing now to another goldfield, one of the
earliest in the State, Yalgoo, we find that
there has also heen considerable activity
during the past year or two. In the
sonth Yalgoo district, at a distance of
about 100 wiles from the town of Yalgoo,
a new ficld has been opened up known as
Warriedar. Between G0 and S0 men are
employed on that fleld at the present
time, and the prospects are so good that
one of the large mining companies of
this State, I understand, who have an
oplion over various leases in that distriet
have practically decided to exercise the
option and to put up a plant capable of
mining in an extensive manner. As re-
gards Meekatharra, it has become almost
a stereotyped statement year after year
on this oceasion 1o say that the Meeka-
tharra feld continues to develop well. It
iz still the second field in imporlanee in
Western Australia, The mines are open-
ing up and showing well as they go down,
They are down about 700 or 800 feet at
the present time, and there is no doubt
that the future of the Meekatharra dis-
friet and the permanency and valae of
the Meekatharra lodes as they go down
are absolutely assured so far as we can
be certain of anylhing in connection with
mining operations. Then, too, there has
heen recently a development of consider-
able importance in some of the big Kal-
zoorlie mines. Turning to the outback
North Coolgardie fields, we find that
L.eonora has maintained the prosperous
condition which it has held for many
many years past. The Sons of Gwalia
mine continues to be the biggest producer
and the mine of greatest importanee in
the hack eountry lying north of Ialgoor-
lie, As indieating what is possible in
some of our oulkack districts, I may state
that only during the past two or three
weeks the State hattery in the Leonora
district had a crushing of 7814 tons giv-
g a yield of 380 ounces, BSuch ecrush-
ings, small though they may be, but
nevertheless fairly rich, are quite a com-
mun ocenrrence in many of the outback
mining districts. Coming now to Lawlers,
we have there also a condition of things
which is matter for satisfaction. Some
three years ago, or shortly after I took
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office, T remember being on a visit to
Lawlers. It was just after the big mines
liad elosed down, and on that occasion the
town presented an appearance of dejee-
tion which I bave not secen equalled in
any of the outback towns of this State.
After operalions in a large way had
ceased and after fhose whom one may
call the eapitalists had practically aban-
doned the district, throngh the persever-
ance, faith, and energy of the local ciii-
zens and prospectors Lawlers is again
coming inte prominence, Some of the
old mines which were considered worked
out have been taken up and are being
worked suceessfuily by loeal syndi-
cates and local prospeeling parties; and
there are in the distriet quite a number
of small shows working in a very pros-
perous manner.

Hon. J. D. Connelly: Only one big
company ever worked at Lawlers,

The MINISTER IFFOR MINES: Even
the mine that was abandoned by the big
company  and
worked to-day by a local syndicate, and
su Lopeful is the ouillook that the local
people have erected a 10-head or 20-head
hattery upon that old show which was
supposed to have ended its days. An.
other district which was prosperouns for
many years is that of Laverton, and Lav-
erton nlso has seen a revival during the
past vear or two. Iortunately there has
been introduced into the Laverton dis-
trict a considerable amount of eapital
from the Eastern States, with the result
that there are working to-day in that
distriet mines which have lain idle for
vears. We are fortunate also in having
the Beria Consols, known al one time as
the Lancefleld mine, in full swing, em-
ploying 300 or 350 men directly. That
mine taken with other mines in the dis-
trict means that between 500 and 600
more men are employed in the Laverlon
disirict to-day than was the case two or
three years ago, All this goes to indicate
{he possibilities of some of the old districts
which have been rather depressed for
many years, and it also goes to show that
all that is needed to make these districts
flourish once again is sufficient prospect-
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ing and a little eapital. Wiluna, which
is the furthest out of the mining centres
on the northern goldfields, has been scme-
what quiet during the past year or two.
It will be known ¢ members who take
an interest in the industry, that there has
been metallurgical tronble in dealing with
the ore in the Wiluna distriet, After all
the privately owned plants had closed
down, and had given up the problem as
it were, the Mines Department decided to
establish a plant of their own on a rather
more cxtensive scale than they have fone
hitherto. We have just completed the
erection at Wiluna of a slimes plant cost-

‘ing about £12,000, the ligwest of its kind

owned by the State. The first rin of the
battery has just been completed after
lwo or three weeks’ operations, witls the
result that 964 tons were treated for a
recovery of £1,377. The plant was
erected in the endeaveur io solve the
problem of the treatment of oxidised lode
material in that distriet, There are hun-
drvede of thensonds of tons of the sams
ore in the Wiluna district, and T am very
pleased to state that the responsible offi-
rers of the department report that fhe
first run of the Wiluna hattery indieates
that our method of treatment will be a
complete suceess. It is only those who
know what Wiluna is and know the size
and extent of those vast lodes and the
difficulty that has attended their success-
ful trealment for vears past, who will be
able to judge of the importance of the
matter to that distriet. T believe there
are n the Wilana district ore bodies
which would maintain almest as many
men as there are in the Kalgoorlie dis-
triet to-day, provided those ore bodies
can be successfully treated. There are at
Wiluna oxidised bodies 50 and 60 feet in
width capable of heing mined cheaply
provided the diffienlty of treatment is
overcome, It is gratifying to know that
those who have hung on to that outhack
centre under very many diffienlties, more
especially duoring recent years, appear
now to have a prospect of a mueh greater
measure of prosperity, There has also
been, T am pleased to say, during the
present vear a greater amount of pros-
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pecting than for many years past. 'This
is due partly to the faet that we have had
a bountiful season and that heavy rains
have fallen throughout the goldfields. As
a result the epportunities for prospecting
have been grealer than has been the case
for many years past. From the records
of the Mines Department T know there
are many more individual prospecting
parties ont in the variens fields of the
Slate at the present time. At this point
I may refer to the large prospecting
party which left Sonthern Cross some
few weeks ago. It consists of from 25
to 30 prospeectors who have gone out into

the country between Southern Cross and .

Ravensthorpe. The party are now
camped at the new find, Mount Holland,
which they intend making their base and
from which they intend to operate in all
the surrounding couniry.  The Govern-
ment have assisted that prospeciing
scheme to the extent of providing all the
transport enquiprent. There are about
25 camels accompanying the party, who
are also equipped with wagons. The
Government have sent ont with the pavty
a geologist, whose advice and assistance
will be very wvaluable fo lhe prospectors,
and also an assayer so that the party will
he able to obtain indieations as to the
valune of any discovery that may be made,
without waiting to send into the nearest
eenire. I am hopeful that there will be at
least one new field opened up as a resnll
of the enterprise of these prospectors, In
connection with that scheme. T desire to
express my safisfaction at the fact that
many of our own citizens, husiness people
and others, beeame inferested in pros-
peeting during the last wear or two.
(Quite a number of the prospectors with
that party are heing backed by Perth
eity men and others. Tt is gratifving to
know the people in onr own Siafe realise
the importance of prospecting to the
State and to that extent are backing it
with their own eash, Whilst that is so
with some of our individnal citizens. it i=
shill a regrettable faet that the Chamber
of Mines, as a hody, and the owners of
ihe big and wealthv mines in the Stake
even now, as in years past, put nothing
af all into prospecting.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. J. D. Connolly: I doubt if they
have ever spent £1,000 in prospecting.

The VINISTER FOR MINES: I do
not think they have in what I may eall
in the primary stages, Whilst we have
paid something like 25 million pounds in
dividends and whilst even now, year after
year, there is paid by this State three-
quarters of a million pounds in divid-
ends, not one pound is put back into the
State in order to replenish our mining
resources. I think it is a great pity,
looking back on past history, that Par-
hament did not take the matler in hand
vears ago and insist on a fair amount of
the wealth won for the goldiields being
put back into the industry in the State.
Whilst that has been the attitude adopted
by people in our own State, we ind——

Hou. J. D. Connolly: That does not
apply to the small mine-owners.

The MINTISTER IMOR MINES: A fair
proportion of lhe wealth won in West-
ern Aupstralia is invested in Mexico, in
America, and in ofher places, even, I
was going to say, in Vietoria. It is troe
some of the mine-owners have put a con-
siderable sum of maoney into prospecling
when they have taken options over leases.
That 15 to say, that in some of the new
fields ihey may take options over new
leases and pay £2,000 or £3,000 on them
in order to satisfv themselves that the
option iz worth taking up; they hbave
spent considerable sums of money in in-
dividua) eases, up to £10,000. That is,
of course, & form of prospeeting, ik is
testing the value of these mines. which
we have no idea of from surface indiea-
tions. That is a form of prospecting—
und T desire to be fair—that the Chamber
of Mines has spent a considerable sum of
money on. BEven allowing for that. T
think it is a great pity that the owners
of these mines have not set aside a pro-
portion of their profits for what 1 may
enll the initiatory svstem of prospecting.
More especially js that so when we find
a difficnlty now, not only in obtaining
money to enconrage prospeeting. but in
obtaining suitable men who are prepared
to go oul and give their time and take
the risk of making new diseoveries, T
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am afraid it is too late at this stage to
attempt to do anything by legislation.
We have to content ourselves with ex-
pressing onr regrets that the Chawber
of Mines, and the owners of the large
niines, have not realised to a greater
extent their duty to this State. Because,
after all, we have to remember that the
shareholders in these dividend paying
mines live almost exclusivelv in the old
country. They are not Western Ans-
tralian or even Australian citizens.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: A number live
on the Continent.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: They
live ontside the continent of Australia
and their interests in Western Australia
or its welfare ceases when the mine they
are interested in ceases to he a dividend
payving proposition. It may be argued
that these people. the investors at Home,
have put a lot of money into mining in
Western Australia. That may be so in
vears gone hy, hnt it is not so in recent
vears. Moner has not heen ohtainable
in Tondon for Western Anustralian min-
ing for manv vears past.

Mr. Allen: Whvy?

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: T can
eagily guess the hon. member’s “Why.”
There are manv teasons. T wonder what
are the hon. member’s reasons?

Mr, Allen: Thev are a hit shv.

The MINISTER TOR MINES: They
are. and T wonder whv. Thev are shy
of. investing their monev here becaunse of
the manner in which their money has
heen exnended in vears gone hv. not he-
cause of the oxistence of legislation in
the State. or unfair treatment, but it
i= due to manv eanses. some of which
nrohably the hon. member knows verv
well. But for vears past money has not
heen obtainahle in T ondon for Western
Australian or Anstralian mining at all.
Whilst that i= =0, it is eratifvine to know
that investors in the Wastern States have
heen wettin? more and more convineed
of the orrnorhmities theve are far the
nrofitable invesfment of monev in West-
ern Australia. and T do not think in the
history of mining in thi= State has there
ever heen =0 much FEastern eapital—
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South Australian and Victorian eapital—
available for the industry in Western
Australia as there has been during the
last year or two. It is a pleasing feature
that these Easiern eitizens who have in-
vested money in (he mining industry
have in many instances been successful
It is much better for the State that the
dividends, say the Edna May, which has
paid £100,000 in dividends in the short
space of ten months, shonld have gone
to Melbonrne investors than to investors
over the seas. The same thing applies
to many other districts as well, particu-
larly to those investors in Adelaide who
for years past have heen putting money
into the mining industrv. Coming to
some of the work of the department for
the year, the members of the geological
staff have heen emploved throughout the
whole of the year in complefing an ex-
amination of the various districts. The
flelds examined include Yilgarn, Kalgoor-
lie, and Coolgardie, Meekatharra—the
examination of which has been comnleted
during  the year—North Coolgardie,
Kookynie, Niagara, Nullagine, and North
of Peak Hill. In addition to that, Mr.
Woodward, the Assistant Government
Geologist has heen investigating in the
south-west division relative to the lime
deposits of the State. During the year
12 peologieal hullefing have been issued,
containing much detailed information as
to the mineral resonrces of the State, and
there has been noticed a growing demand
for these publiecations. Fortunately, he-
canse of the assistance rendered by the
Grovernment. more parfienlarly since the
outbreak of the war. we have heen able
to maintain our outpnt of base metals.
The Ravensthorpe distriet has continued
to operate as prior to the onthreak of the
war. and even in such a very far north
nortion of the State as Yampi Sound
there has heen discovered and opened up
a copper show AQuring the vear, and 1
am pleased to say that some Englisk can-
ital has heen put into it. a comparativelv
small sum. pnlv a few thousand pounds.
Thiz show 3% on the mainland in the verv
far northern portion of the State. Tt
was discovered by one of the old pros-
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pectors of the State, Mr. Menzies. It
has been sold to a local syndicate who
have snceeeded in floating it in the old
country. From the description I have
received of the find, it is right on the
ocean beach, practically open micning. It
can be mined in the form of an open cat.
The ore could be skot almost into the
boats, From what I can learn from those
who have visited the distriet, the value
is fairly high, higher than the average
for copper ores in this State,

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Wonld it take a
ship 23145 feet dranght?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There
is no harbour there, but the values are
there, and no doubt if they get the valnes
they will get the copper away all right.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What has become
of the iron ore deposits?

Mr. Male: They are still up there.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have
not heard mnch about them, )

AMr. Male: They cannot be got away.

“The MINISTER FOR MINES: One
of the difficulties of the development of
that part of the State 1s that it is so far
removed from, not only the outer world,
but from the cenfres of Western Ans-
tralia, and I helieve a great proportion
of our own citizens know little about it.
From what 1 have been able to learn,
there are immense possibilities for the
development of mining for baser mefals
in the North-West portion of the State.

Mr. Male: The freight is still high at
present.

The MINISTER TOR MINES: That

is so. It ean only be evercome by Ioeal
smelting.
Mr. Male: Cannot the “Kangaroo”

give a special freight?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Tf
they cannot make a do with it with the
present loeal steamship freights, I do not
think there will be much opportunity of
assisting in that direction. The output
of copper for the wvear amounted to
12,775 tons for a total value of £31,241,
The eopper produdtion of the State to
date totals 201.B79 tons for a value of
£1,254298. Lead mining has been car-
ried on fairly well during the vear not-
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withstanding the faet that, at the out-
break of the war the market for base
metals was practically knocked ont. There
has been produced during the year 15,334
tons of lead for a value of £38,351 or a
tolal production to date for the State of
61,820 tons for a value of £134,711, With
regard to the production of tin, the total
for the year was 331 fons for a value of
£29.000 or a total production to date for
the State of 14,298 tons for a value of
£1,142,902. When we have regard to the
Tact that the market for tin, lead and
copper practically collapsed at the out-
break of the war, it is very satisfactory
to know that we have recovered and that
for the greater portion of the year the
operations have been going on just as if
things were normal, The Baddera lead
mine has closed down during the past
month or two, having kept going since
the outhreak of war under great diffieul-
ties, bat from information I have received
I have no doubt whatever that the
Baddera mine and also the Narra Taira
mine at Northampton will resume opera-
tions at a very early date. The output’
of coal for 1914 was 319,210 tons for a
valee of £148,684, and for the first eight
months of this vear the eoal ontput was
194.490 tons, valued at £93,000. The out-
nut of coal shows a falling off which, T
think it will be agreed, was inevitahle be-
canse a fait proportion of the ouiput of
Clollie coal in recent years was a hunker-
ing trade which has been very muech
affected bv the outbreak of the war. The
falling off has not been due {o any de-
crease in the quantity taken hy the Gov-
ernment railways, which is the largest
and chief consumer of Collie coal in this
State.

Mr. Thomson: You shounld use nothing
else than Collie eoal,

Mr. Rolton: What, and you a farmer!

The MINTSTER FOR MINES : I
imagine that the people whom the hon.
membher represents would make a greaf
noise if the Government decided to use
nothing else.

Mr. Thomson:
suit the eoal,

Make locomotives to
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: That
is not so easy as some people imagine, I
have no prejudice, nor have the Govern-
ment any prejudice, against Collie coal.
Tt would be stupid to say we have. We
recognise the value of the industry; there
is no industry of greater value to any
State than the coal industry, because it
15 the foundation of all other manufae-
turing industries.

Mr, George: Why do not you use it
on your steamers?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
not dealing with the steamers. When
Minister for Railways, I had Collie coa!
used to an extent which pgot me into
great trouble in many directions.

Mr, Male: The P. & Q. steamers use it.

Mr. George: Do mot you think yecu
ought to use it on your steamers instead
of 0il?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We
have heard so much ahbout the steamers
during the past year or two that mem-
bers might let me get through ile Mines
Estimates withont referring to them. For
the information of the member for Wat-
anning, I would state that the farmers
of this State would be lhkely to have a
good deal to say if the Government de-
cided to use all Collie eoal for railway
purposes, especially during harvest time,
for that is a risk no Government would
dare to take.

Mr. Heitmann: A farmer’s represen-
tative on one occasion wmoved fthe ad-
journment of the House on that ques-
tion.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes,
it iz all very well for men to meet in
conference—men who know very little
about the difficulties the Railway Depart-
ment have experienced during the past
12 or 15 years with regard to coal sup-
plies—and to earry general resolntions
that this industry should be assisted. It
they had some inside knowledge snch as
the departmental officers have they would
take a different view.

Mr. Willmott: What about spark ar-
resters?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is
all very well to talk about them. One of
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the worries of my life when Minister for
Railways, was that there was an inven-
tor of a patent spark arrester on my
door-step almost every morning.  These
men all claimed to have new patent
spark arresters which would solve all the
diflieulties in regard to Collie coal. 1
endeavoured to turn them off to the chief
mechanical engineer or the officers of the
department who should judge such an
invention, but they were just as per-
sistent in endeavouring to persnade me
as a layman who knew nothing about it
to pronounce judgment upon their inven-
lions.

Mr, Qeorge: The orly efficient spark
arrester stops the engine,

Mr. Willmott: That is not sc. They
are trying to keep the sparks in the ash-
tray and cannot do it.

Mr. Thomson: During the strike, did
not the railways use noothing else but
Collie coal?

The MINISTER FOR MINES®: There
seems to he an impression in some guar-
ters, from what L ean gailler iu reading
ihe newspapers, thai some efficient means
of arresting sparks has been devised bul
that the departmentare unwilling to
adopt it. I can assure members that offi-
cers of the department who are respon-
sible for testing the value of these in-
ventions have no purpose in reporting
adversely against them, and if an effi-
cient spark arrester can be invented, T
venture to say the Government of the
day and the officers of the department
will recognise if, and then the guestion
of using Collie eoal to a greater extent
than it 1s used at present might be fav-
ourably ccnsidered.

Mr. Willmott: I will remind yon of
that in a few weeks time.

Mr. Bolton: Any man with an effi-
eient spark arrester need not stay in this
country. They have been looking for
them all over the world,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: My
four years’ experience of these patents
and inventions have made me sceptieal
as to their value, but let ns hope some-
thing will be discovered which will allow
the use of Collie ¢oal to a greater extent
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than it can be used at present. It may
be of interest to members to have some
information in regard to the Govern-
ment's operalions of a trading concern
which is not showing a loss,

Mr. Male: Name it,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I
desire to briefly relate the history of the
Phillips River copper field and more par-
ticularly the hisiory during the past
twelve months since the Government
commenced smelting operations there,

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Is that a trading
concern?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Tt is,
more or less,

Hon. J. D. Connolly: There is no
trading about that. It is developing min-
ing.

Mr, Munsie: No; vou do not develop
a mine with smelfers,

Mr, Thomson: What abont State bat-
teries?

Mz, Foley: If it is showing a profit,
it cannot be a irading concern.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is
& trading coneern which shows a very
large indirect profit. Up to the end of
1914 the metal production at Phillips
River was as follows:—Gold ore ireated
76,329 tons; copper ore treated 77,833
tons, or a total of gold and copper ore
treated of 154,168 tons. From that there
was reeovered 65,0200zs. of gold and
15,2330zs. of silver, and the total value
of gold, silver and copper was £673,731.
From the time the Government took over
to the 31st August, 1915, the total ton-
nage of ore received at the smelting
works has been 10,963 tons on which
progress payments have been made on
delivery at the works amounting to
£26,405. This money has been advanced
by the Government under a guaraniee.
The owners will be paid the total pro-
ceeds afier the copper and gold pro-
doced have heen sold, less the advanes and
interest thereon and the aetnal costs. The
cost of getting the works into order for
restarting was £3,432, and there has been
expended on working account £38,890.
The total tonnage smelted has been 9,821
tons, from which have been produced 533
tons of matte containing 257V tons of
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copper, 613ozs. of gold, and 1,8680zs.
ot silver, and 517 tons of blister copper
conlaining 465 fons of fine copper, 5,305
0zs. of gold, and about 3,6550zs. of sil-
ver, being a total of 72214 tons of fine
copper, 5,9180zs. of fine gold, and 5,521
ozs, of fine silver. Three shipments of
matlte and blister copper sent from Al-
bany were valued at £68,300 for insur-
ance purposes, but the actnal proceeds
of sale have not yet been realised. There
are 123 tons of blister copper now At
Albany and on the way to the Port Kem-
bla works for refining treatment, worth
something over £100 per ton, Bince start-
ing operations the Pbillips River smelt-
ing works have paid in freights to the
Railway Department £3478 and to bhe
State Steamship Service £4,012, and for
water fo the Water Supply Department
£507, making a total to these three de-
partments of £7,997. An average of 70
rien are employed at the smelling works,
not counling men getting firewood and
flux and men employed in carting. The
amount expended for (irewood has been
£3,386, for ivonstone £2,183, and fov lime-
stone £32% being a total expenditure
logally of £3,591. The expenditure for
colke has heen £14,G36, most of whieh goes
to New South Wales for purchase of the
coke, and to the Melbourne Steamship Co.
for bringing it to this State. With the
exception of the coke account, praeti-
cally the whole of the ore purchase ex-
pendituve, £26,405; repairs and venewals
to works, £3,432; and working account,
eoke incloded, £38,896, or a tofal of
£68,733, has been expended in the State.
The operations of the smelter have en-
abled the Phillips River field to remain
active sinee the outbreak of war, which
it certainly eould not have done hut for
the assistance of the Government. As
against that assistance, althongl the re-
turns are not yet to hand—we have nof
received ihe returns from the old coun-
try—ihere is nmo manner of doubt from
the information which I do possess that
the State will show a profit wpon fhe
operations. In addition to keeping the
distriet going and keeping 70 men em-
ployed as we have done by advances to
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the mine owners on the ore delivered 1o
the smelter, and charging the cost of
geliing the smelier into working order,
we shall, after recouping curselves the
whole of our ouilay, be in a position
to rveturn a fair amount to our cusiomers
over and above the £26,000 of advances.
We have been financing on a basis of
copper at £56 10s, per ton, on which
basis we bave advanced to ibe extent of
90 per cent. Copper to-day stands some-
where between £70 and £75; it has been
as high as £83 since the outbreak of war.
Hon. wembers will realise ihat in tak-
ing our hasis as £56 10s. per ton and ad-
vancing only 90 per cent, of that we are
oiving assistance on a very safe basis,
amd that the margin we have in hand wilj
amply protect the State against any loss.
If £70 per ton or thereabouls is realised,
then afier deducting all our expenses we
shall be in a position to return a fair
amount to the owners of the ore, apart
from the advances already made.

Hon, .J. D. Connolly: Are you stili
continuing those advances?

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: Yes.

Hen. Frank Wilson: Your charge inter-
est for the advances?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes.
The cost of smelting, about £3 per ton,
interest on the money, and also the cost
of putiing the smelfer into working con-
dition, will be deducted. I am spreading
the last eharge, which totals £3,000, over
three years. Therefore, when the smelter
has been in operation for three years,
we shall have been repaid the money it
v st to get the smelter started.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Is the smelter
leased?

The MINISTER F'OR MINES: Yes.

Hon, Frank Wilson: What do you pay
for it?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: A
merely nominal rent. The smelfer is
leased from Mr. Neil MeNeil, who was a
hig shareholder in the old Phillips River
Co., and who purchased the smelter from
that company. I thought that the infor-
malion regarding Phillips River might be
of interest to hon. members,

Hon. Frank Wilson: We will get a
balanee sheet of il some day, I suppose?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes,
[ shall be pleased to issue a balance
sheet because there is no risk in this, 1
took very good care that the Stalte was
not going to lose anything,

Hon. Frank Wilson: We shall have to
put you in charge of the State sieamers.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It
might be a good move: Fortunately, for
every pound we advanced we had the
value in ore at the smelter first. There-
fore, the State was able to assist the dis-
lrict, practically without taking any
risk. The only possible risk would arise
in the event of copper falling below £56
10s. per ton, which it has not done for
many years.

Mr. Gilehrist: Arve you extending that
system of advancing on copper to other
distriets¢

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes,
but to a very small extent, because we
have not had the requests for assistance.
Small quantities of copper have been
produced out beyond Meekatharra, and
on ths advances have been made, 1 am
adopting the same principle of advances
for copper in any part of the State, and
also with regard to lead wherever it is
necessary. 1 made the same offer with
regard to tin, but, fortunately, the tin
market recovered soon after the outbreak
of war, and it was not pecessary for the
tin miners to take advantage of the offer.

Mr, Gilehrist: Did not you stop giv-
ing advances in the Roebourne distriet?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No.

Mr, Gilehrist: Did you stop it through
yvour representative?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No.
1 do not know whether the hon. member
refers to the Whim Creek mines.

Mr. Gilehrist: No. I refer to Roe-
hourne.

The MINISTER FQOR MINES: As
a mafter of faet, I made an offer to the
late manager of the Whim Creek copper
mines to assist him in the same manner
as I have assisted the Ravensthorpe peo-
ple, provided there was any possibility
of geiting the Whim Creek mines re-
started, As hon. members know, the
Whim Creek mines closed down before
the war, and Mr. Stevens thought that
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with Government assistance he might be
able to reorganise the company and get
going again. I asured him he would re-
ceive assistance on the same basis,

Mr, Gilehrist: T was referring more to
copper shows immediately around Roe-
bourne.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Asa
matter of fact, I went a little further in
that district. I sent a Governmeni
sampler up there and established a
sampling floor so thai the miners had
only to cart their ore in, whereupon it
was sampled by the Qovernment sampler,
and the Government were then prepared
to advance on the assay value. This, of
course, was some {wo years ago., Un-
fortunately, however, there was very
little ore forthecoming, and I had to with-
draw the sampler because it did not pay
us to keep him there. Nothing like the
quantity of ore anticipated was forth-
coming, The prospectors did not seem
to get going, and so the sampler was re-
moved.

Mr. Gilehrist: Do you think he was
there long enough to give the thing a fair
trial—only about four months?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
sampler was there for a considerable time.
Had there been any indications of
activity, T would neot have withdrawn
bim. As a matter of fact, however, the
quantity of ore fell off after he went
there, instead of inereasing as one would
naturally lLave expected. I offered the
same assistance {o the lead mines, but,
unfortunafely, those mines also did not
develop to the extent expected by their
proprietors, Throughout the whele State
with regard to the base metals, copper,
lead and tin, T have been prepared since
the outbreak of war to assist in the man-
ner which I have indicated. I think I
am justified in saying that this has had a
very helpful influenece wpon the State,
and more especially, of course, on the dis-
triets concerned.

Mr. Foley: Those econditions would
apply to the Whim Creek copper mines
to-morrow if they re-started?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They
would apply anywhere, and would apply
equally to copper, lead, or tin, There is

[ASSEMBLY,]

only one other phase of the indusiry to
which T wish to refer, and that is the
men employed in it. The number has
been well maintained during the past
year, a total of 12,786 men. Of those,
5,504 were employed above ground, and
7,192 underground.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Is that for min-
ing right throughout the State?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes.

Hon., Frank Wilson: It has gone back
a good deal,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It
has gone back from what it was in the
years gone by, in the prosperous days,
when I think the total was between
16,000 and 17,000. But that is maony
years ago, and included in that figure,
we must remember, were nearly 2,000
alluvial diggers,  Alluvial mining has
practically dwindled out of existence,
there being only 100 or 200 men en-
gaged in it now. Of course, with the
decline of the gold yield—and we must
bear in mind that it has been steadily
declining since 1902—the number of men
employved has diminished as well. 8iill,
the number is satisfactory and bas been
fnirly well maintained of recent years.
The men engaged in the mining industry
have paid a fairly heavy toll, both as re-
gards aceidents and as repards what is
known as miner’s complaint. Taking only
the last 21% years, we find that there were
for 1913 and 1914 and for the eight
months of 1915 72 fatal accidents and
2,166 serious accidents, It is just as well
for us.to place that on the other end of
the seale when we are estimating the
value of the mining industry to the State.
The toll of life is not entirely disclosed
by those fizures, which do not take inlo
aceount the fairly large and ever in-
creasing number of men who find their
way inte the Government sanatorium
year by year. The dust evil in the mines,
and particularly in the deeper mines, has
of lale years become very serious, and
with the object of at least minimising it
I have during the present year, by regu-
lation, insisfed upon the instaliation of a
system of pipes and water sprays under-
ground and in other working places.
It is complete in many of our mines
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while in the others it is being installed.
As the result of that installation I con-
fidently look forward fo a considerable
dimination in the pumber of men affected
by the dust evil; because, after all, it is
not the atmosphere in which the men work
which is responsible for the trouble, it is
almost entirely due to the fine dust get-
ting into their lungs, which sets up min-
ers’ complaint. I think T am safe in say-
ing that so far as it is possible to elimin-
ate dust—of course it never will be en-
tirely eliminated in our dry mines and on
our dry crnshing plants—but so far as
it is possible to minimise the evil, it is
being done. The problem of dealing with
dust in fhe mines of Western Australia
is greater than in any other conniry in
the world where mining operations are
being earried on, becanse the plants on
our mines are of the dry erushing type.
The ore is treated dry, and so it eannot
be made thoroughly wet underground, for
it would hang up the mills and stop the
process. In Africa and other places
where mining is carricd on on a large
scale, they have wet erushing plants, so
there is no reason why large gquantities of
water cannot be poured on the ore un-
derground. That is exaetly what eannot
be done here. We have to he very care-
ful o adjust the quantity of water which
will just suffice fo allay the dust and
not be sufficient fo interfere with the
dry erushing mills: that is a problem
whieh the mine managers and the inspee-
tors have to face at present. I am pleased
to sayv that by co-operation of the men
and the managers in the judicious nse of
the water used on the ore, in the working
prlaces, we shall be able almost entirely
to snppress the dust, without in any way
interfering with the dry erushing opern-
tions of the mine. If we succeed in doing
{hat, it will be of the ntmost importance
to the men concerned, for we shall have
secomplished something which will tend
to lessen what I might call the appalling
death roll that has obtained for many
vears among men who, in the prime of
life, have been strnek down with miners’
complaint. That is a work to which the
officers of the department are devoting
a good deal of time and thought and
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study, and I believe we are on a fair road
to making a material improvement in that
direction. The work of the bhatteries,
which is a very important featnre in the
operations of the department, I have not
referred to, for the reason that the bat-
teries’ braoch is not included in the esti-
mates of the Mines Department, this year.
Members will notice that they have been
placed amongst the trading concerns,
which are near the end of the Estimates.
TWhen we reach the vote for the batteries
I will take an opportunity of dealing with
the work of the hranch during ihe year.
We have reason to congratulate ourselves
on the fact that the future of the State’s
greatest induslry, its permanency, is as-
snred, and that the production of gold
and minerals in this State will play a
leading—if not the leading—part in the
prosperity anl welfare of the State.
Hon, FRANK WILSON (Sussex)
[550]: I have listened with very much
interest to the statement made by the
Minister for Mines. T certainly must
songratilate him on his medeste, Ha hac
put a plain, straightforward account of
the work of the department before the
Committee, and he has not sounded his
personal frumpet too londly. Indeed I
agree that he is usually fairlv modest in
his announeements to the House. To
that extent he furnishes a refreshing
confrast to certnin other Ministers. T am
glad to hear from him that we c¢an feel
some assurance that this great indusiry,
which has practically made Western Ans-
tralia. has a degree of permanency which
it did not appear to have a year or two
ago. From what the Alinister tells bs,
it appears we have eome down to normal
almast. I cannot help expressing my be-
lief that there is still more gold to be
found in Western Australia than has been
diseovered during recent vears, One ean-
not look at the vast extent of onr aurifer-
ous country without realising that if we
could only get the meople, and the neces-
sary capital. to properlv test and de-
velop the different shows discovered, we
might do verv much more than has been
done in the past. The Minister referred
to investors as being shy of investing cap-
ital in Western Australia, or indeed in
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Australia generally. T faney that has
been more or less the experience of every
mining country. Ve have first the pros-
pecting and the find; then comes the gamn-
bling and the speeulation. That goes on
for several vears. Then it gradually he-
gins to sink back, and investors go look-
ing for fresh fields in other places. I do
not know that Western Australia has heen
different from other countries in this res-
pect, but T do think that with a strong
effort this shyness might be overcome, We
have to:rememhber that every action of
the Legislature is looked upon askancs,
and every time we inf{roduce legislation
which, in the opinion of those interested
in mining, will throw obstacles in the
way of cheap working, they magnify the
trouble and decide that it is a good eoun-
try to keep out of. So, whilst I agree
fully with the Minigter's concluding ve-
marks as to the unfortunate aceidents
and loss of life in this indusiry, whilst T
agree that every step that can he taken
should be taken to avoid those aceidents,
I say we require to be very careful how
we put unnecessary obstacles in the way
of the working of the indostry. Mining
speenlators and those who invest money
are not philanthropists any more than
any others who invest in our lands or our
forests or other indusiries. They are ont
to get the very best returns they can for
their investment, and they look for larger
returns from mining, because it-is more
uncertain and & greater gamble, and in it
they are apt to make bigger losses. One
cammot help remembering the many mil-
lions invested in this industry and lost.
Where we get one good mine oceasionally,
such- as we have a fair number of in
Western Australia, we get a score ar 50
or 100 ventures that are disasirous to
those who put their money into them,

Mr. Foley: A lot of the money which
came here in the early days for mining
investment never reached the fields at all.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: And a vast
amonnt never came to Western Anstralia
at all. Many thousands were spent In
London,

The Minister for Mines: And a great
deal of the eapital which eame here was
not spent to the best advantage.
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Hon. FRANK WILSON. That also is
true. Many good propositions were ut-
terly ruined hy bad managewent,

The Minister for Mines: If we had
that money to-day we would discover
sOme mines,

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Yes, if we
had our time over again and eould con-
irol the capital we would have a very
different result from what we have had
during the past 20 years. Yet, [ am
afraid, if we had our time over agaiu
the new generation would refuse to learn
from the experience of the previous
generalion. They would go in again for
the same old gamble, just as has occurred
in all other mining eountries, An in-
vestor is always out for profit, I do not
care whether lie is in the Eastern Stales
or the Old Country or Eurcpe. Inves-
tors do not come to Western Australia
from love of the place, but come because
ihey hope here o make a good profit, Le-
cause they think they ean see n chance
of a hig relnrn, T am sorry to disagree
with the Minisier, but T do not think our
friends in the Fastern Stales are any
hetter than these af Home.

The Minister for Mines: I do not think
that they are, but it is a good thing to
get the money invested,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Of course,
whether it is from the Iastern States or
Britain we want all the capilal we ean
get. The Minister made some reference
to the far northern portion of the State.
1 interjected as to whether he knew any-
thing about flie iron ore deposits up there.
T believe they are very rich and very
extensive, and can he cheaply worked.
Something was done ihere some years
age, but not munech. There was a little
prospectine pear Yampi Sound, and T
am sorry to know (hat all that has been
closed down. Tt seems to me that the
far northern portion of our State should
give very hig resulls. T have alwayvs been
surprised that we do not hear anything
of the original Kimberley goldfields.
Thev seem to lave cone elean out of ex-
istence. Tt would be intervesting to know
whether anybodv is working up there
these days. There were a few Chinese
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alluvial fossickers ab one lime, but per-
haps they have gol oul also, 1t appeals
. o the imagination, seeing that gold was
discovered there 30 years ago—that was
the first big rush in Western Australia—
that (here might be great prospects of
other discoveries in that part of the State,
and I look forward to the time when
gome important find will be made in that
quarter, for I am strong in the belief that
we have not yet, by a long way, un-
earthed all the mineral wealth we possess,

The Minister for Mines: There is every
wineral in the north-west.

Hon. FRANIK WILSON: That is just
what amazes me; we are not able fo get
these minerals in payable guantities.

Air. Foley: Wait till the freezing works
are going, They will all be Britishers
up there and some of thew will find the
winerals. .

Hon, FRANK WILSON: I hope they
do. 1 was glad to hear the reference
made to the coal industry in which I have
heen for a eansiderable time more av less
personally inlerested. When I was a
Minister of the Crown I ceased my con-
nection with the industry entirely, but
when [ was put out of office four years
ago I once more took a deep interest in
it and at the present time I am pretty
lteavily involved personally.

Mr. (’Loghlen: I hope you will eome
out all right.

lon. PTRANK WILSON: I am going
to have a hard slruggle to do so. I am
glad that the Dlinister for Mines realises
that in the Collie coal field we have a
splendid asset. I am sorry that he seems
to resent the action taken the other day
by the eommercial hodies who are now
seeking to wail upon him by way of a
depulation. 1 want to encourage every
seclion of the eommunity, more especially
{he Chamber of Commerce and the Cham-
ber of Manufactures.

Mr. O'Loghlen: And the Trades Hall?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Yes, and the
Trades Hall. I want all those bodies to
take a lively interest in our primary n-
dustries, and in fact all the industries.
It is their business to do so and to bring
influence to bear in order that we may
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conserve all our own trade, the trade
which is here for us. Why should we
be importing large quantities of New
South Wales coal into Western Australia
wlen we have our own? We ought to
use every ounce of Collie coal that we
can. )

Mr. Harrison: Not where it is likely
to be destructive.

Myr. O'Loghlen: The leader of the
Country party states that the fire diffi-
culty has been overcome,

Mr. Willmott: But they will not be-
lieve me.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I believe the
difficulty has been overcome, but that
does not say that we shall not have fires
even if we do not use Collie coal. I have
seen fires started with Newcastle coal, and
even without any coal at all.

Mr. Harrison: I saw one train start
four fires within twenty miles.

The Minister for Mines: What coal
was being used?

Mr. Harrison: I expect it was Collie
coal.

The M.inister for Mines: Of course you
put it down to Collie coal.

Mr. OLoghlen: Neweastle eoal also
starts many fires.

The Minister for Mines: It is a bad
feature that if a fire occurs near the rail-
way line it is attributed to Collie coal.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Give a dog
a bad name and you might as well shoot
him at onee.

Mr. Harrison : Can yvou state that
Collie coal is not worse than Newcastle
eoal?

Mr, O’'Loghlen; Tt may be worse, but
do not let us make it worse still.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Collie
coal will not last as long as Newcastle
coal. It is lighter in character, It will
carry further, but I doubt very much
whetber it is responsible for mere fires
than Newcastle coal. ‘The department
will gladly avail themselves of Collie
coal and use nothing else. 'We have had
experience of it before in the case of
the strike in New South Wales, and I
did not hear that there were more fires
while it was being used exclusively. That
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goes to prove the great advaniage the
industry has been to the State.

The Minister for Mines: 1t reduced
the price of Newcastle coal, too.

Hou. FRANI{ WILSON: Yes, and to-
day we would be paying 35s. a ton for
Neweastle coal if it were not for the fact
that we bave our own mines,

Mr. Foley: 1f you could get all the
mewmbers’ on your side of the House to
agree to passing a motion favouring the
Government’s use of Collie coal exelu-
sively trom now until March next, we
might try it.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: I am not
prepared to ask them that, but T would
like to ask all hon. members to favour
the use of Coilie coal exclusively for ever.
When Dr. Jack, as a Royal Commission,
investigated the Collie coal industry here
10 or 12 years ago, he laid down that
the commercial value of Collie coal was
9s. a ton at the pit’s mouth when New-
castle coal was 15s, 4d, a ton. To-day
the department are only paying 10s. 6d.
a ton, and for Newcastle coal 24s. 6d.
and up to 27s. 6d. Therefore, there musl
be an enormous saving to the railway de-
partment,

Mr. (Loghlen: Our local consumers
¢ould be more patriotic.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: 1 admit that.

Mr, O'Loghlen: The eompanies do not
push the domestie trade as mueh as they
might do.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: If the hon.
member will give us his ideas in regard
to the domestic trade I promise him that
I will push it along. We cannot make
people consume fifty tons of coal if they
only want one ton. Tt is unjust for every-
one to be pessimistic about this industry.
The coal is a good fuel, there is no ques-
tion ahout that, and the fact that large
quantities are unsed on the railways is
proof enongh that it is a valuahle fuel
and that it has saved the State a con-
siderable sum of money in different ways.
The Trans-Australian railwny is just now
beginning to nse a large a-antity of coal.
and we find it iz being bro \zht from New
Sonth Wales, put into trucks at Fre-
mantle and hauled to Kalgoorlie.
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Mr. Munsie: The reason they give is,
that Gollie coal will not stack.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: That has
been disproved. It will not keep as well
as the other coals, but then again New
Soulth Wales coal will not keep as well
as the coal from South Wales. It is only
& yuestiou of degree.

Mr. (FLoghlen: We want to show con-
fidence in it ourselves fivst,

Hon, FRANK WILSON: We are

- nsing eighty per cent. of Collie eoal on

the railways; that is a very fair propor-
tion, bul we eould do with the additional
twenty per cent. very well,

AMr. Foley: It would be a very good
thing for the State if we could use all
Collie eoal.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Therefore
we should not deprecate the action of
any public body which might come for-
ward to assist the industry generally. At
the present time there is a bigger equip-
ment in the Collie eoalfields than is re-
guired. The companies there could cope
with five or ten times the present trade.
I will guarantee that the money spent
in the mine in which I am interested could
with little notice turn out the whole of
the requirements of the State, the mine
has been so well developed and so thor-
oughly equipped. Nothing has heen
spared in the way of expenditure to gain
that end.

The Minister for Mines: The trouble
is that there are too many companies and
too mueh equipment for the output.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Look at my
little company. We have done all this
in order to be in a positicn to tackle the
bunkering trade at short notiee. Un-
fortunately, the war has interfered with
what we hoped would develop into some-
thing big, and now we are practically de-
pendent upon the Government.

'The Minister for Mines: The companies
have heen developing the hunkering
irade -in the last three or four years.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: T.ere are
difficuities fo overcome. There has to be
carried a larger quantity of our eoal than
is the ease with the imported stuff and
thai is a bar. However, the fact remains
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that the industry is well worthy of every
assistance which the Government, and
the Parliament, and the people of the
State can give it. The industry employs
a large number of men who receive the
higliest wages paid to coal miners in any
part of the world, or at any rate that
would be the ease if they had constant
employment.

Alr. O’Loghlen: Unless the agricultural
embargo is removed they will have a bad
time in the summer.

Mr. Bolton: This would be a dan-
gerous year in which to remove it

HAon. FRANK WILSON: Is the em-
bargo any different this summer from
what it has been in the past?

Mr. O’Loghlen: WNo, but yon have lost
the hunkering and the other trades.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I know
that. Still, I hope we will be able to pull
through and that we may be relieved of
some portion of that embarge in parts
of the Siaie if woi in all. T am pleaced
indeed to hear what the Minister had to
say abont the Ravensthorpe district.
That centre has had a varied eareer. In
my time, between £30,000 and £30,000
was spent in constructing the railway
and providing harbour accommpdation,
and after it has been idle for so long
it i1s gratifying to find that the smelting
works there are keeping the centre going
and that it promises to be an important
distriet. T am glad to hear that the op-
erations of the Government are on sunch
sonnd lines. I shall be glad to have the
halance sheet of the operations of the
smelting works and to find that there is
a fair margin of profit as the result of
the efforts of the Government. Taking
the position all through, it is satisfactory
to find that we are not going backward
in the mining industry but that we are
holding our own, and that the number of
people employed in the industry in the
last two years has heen slizhtly on the
increase.

The Attornev General: It is a great
thine in these times.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m,
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Hon. FRANK WILSON: Before tea
I was remarking how beneficial it is for
Western Australia during these trying
times to have an industry like gold min-
ing, one which does not suffer to any-
thing like the same extent as other in-
dustries do from war, drought, and the
other evils which have made themselves
felt during the past 12 months. Gold
mining has been a great standby indeed,
and I hope that it may long continne to
be a standby, and that it may even
largely inerease.  The departmental
figores show that there is not much
economy to congratulafe the Minister
upon. I notice there is a general in-
crease, though only a small one, of some
£2.300. During the present hard times
we look to each Minister for the exercise
of the strictest economny, in accordance
with the Treasurer’s statement, made
when delivering the Budget, that economy
was fo be the keynote of the financial
administration of this State. However,
economy it not mueh in evidence so far
as the Mines Llepartment 15 eoncerneq;
and I hope that when we gel to the items
we slall he able to assist the Minister by
making some reductions. After all said
and done, we want to see reduced ex-
penditure, not increased expenditure. No
matter how much we may appreciafe the
Minister’s efforts at economy in the ad-
ministration of the department, we can
call npon him to cut his figures down to
the last possible pound. T do not intend
to touch on iterus now. There will be an
opportunity of deing that later. But I
shonld like to ask the Minister, if he re-
plies, fo give us some idea of the mean-
ing of the item “Less rebate, £400,” at
the end of the vote. One wonders what
this rebate means. I trust we shall be
able to reduece as we go through the
various items,

Mr. THOMSON (Katanning) [7.36]:
I intend to be very brief. I think we are
all pleased that the Minister bad such a
splendid account to give of the mining
indnstry. Everyone recognises that gold
mining has done a great deal for West-
ern Australia. Tt started this State on
the upgrade, and has been a great factor
in keeping Western Australia on the up-
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erade ever since; and I sincerely trust
that another (Giolden Mile will be discov-
ered very soon, In referring to the Rav-
ensthorpe smelter the Minister seemed to
be thoroughly pleased at being able to
say that one, at least, of the State trad-
ing concerns was showing a profit. I
congratulate him on the fact, and I am
glad that the confidence of the Govern-
ment—and this applies not only to the
present Ministry but also to their pre-
decessors—in Ravensthorpe has been
justified. The Ravensthorpe district has
great possibilities, and I am sure it must
be gratifying to the whole of the State
that that little ecorner of Western Aus-
tralia has been doing so well. I wish
to touch more particularly on the Collie
coal qunestion. 1 am a great believer in
the policy of supporting natural local
industries, and T consider the Govern-
ment should foster the Collie eoal indus-
try to a greater extent than they do.
There has been a great deal of prejudice
against Collie coal. Every fire that oe-
curs along the railways is laid to the
blame of Collie eoal. During the New
South Wales coal strike our whole rail-
way system was run with Collie coal, and
I am assured by the Collie people that
during the year I refer to there were
fewer fires than in any other year. To
my mind it is a fair proposition that
Collie coal should have a trial during one
entire season, in order that we may as-
certain whether it is entitled to all the
hlame it has received. Ceollie coal should
be used more largely, not only hy the
Government, but alse by private indi-
vidnals. From the report of the Com-
missioner of Railways for 1913-14 it ap-
pears that the department used £04,254
worth of imported eoal as against
£90,680 worth of our loeal coal. Now,
money kept in the State is an advan-
tage. It gives employment, and it helps
to pay our rates and taxes. For the
£04.254 sent to New Sonth Wales I will
admit that we may have got good value
in the form of coal. The matter is, of
course, one for experts to decide. Gen-
erally speaking, however, I consider that
if that amount of money had heen kept
in the State it would have been an ad-
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vantage. The Railway Department would
then have had £184,934 to spend on local
coal. Now I wish to draw attention to a
remarkable set of figures. According to
the reports of the Commissioner of Rail-
ways, the cost of imported coal in 1907-8
was 17s. 9d. per ton, whilst in 1913-14
the average cost was 23s. 10d., an increase
of 6s. 1d. per ton. For 1907-8 Collie coal
averaged 9s. 3d, per ton, and in 1913-14
10s. 9%4d.. an inerease of 1s. 614d. In
the case of imported coal we have given
an erease of 6s. 1d. per ton, whilst in
the case of Collie coal we have given an
inerease of only 1s. 6%4d. It appears to
me that that is not a desirable state of
affairs. Tn my opinion the inerease, if
any, should be the other way; and T hope
the day is not far distant when we shall
use Collie coal to the utmost, when no-
thing but Collie coal will he used on onr
railways.

Mr. Bolton: There is not much differ-
ence befween the two inereases in per-
centnge.

Mr, THOMSON: Tt means that for
one ton of imported coal we have to use
ahont 134 tons of local coal.

Mr. Bolton: But there is not mnch
difference in the pereentage inereases.

Mr. THOMSON: T think there is. I
wish to suggest to the Government the
advisability of extending the railway
line from Cardiff to junection with Mum-
hallup on the Donnybrook line. I make
the snggestion bhecanse T wish to see a
bunkering trade in Collie coal established
at Albanv. By the consiruetion of the
eight miles of railway that T suggest, the
port of Albany will be brought about 58
miles nearer to the coal fields. and the ex-
rense would not be great. There would
also be a considerable benefit to the resi-
dents on the Ratanming-Kojonup rail-
way, and perhaps it wonld lead to that
railway becoming a pavable proposition.
when the iniquitons terminal charge of
1s. per ton might be abolished. As T
have said, T trust the dav is not far
distant when nothing hut Collie conl will
be used throughout our Government de-
partments, and when all private indi-
viduals in this State will be patriotic
enongh to use only ollie coal,
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Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [7.44]): I
was glad to hear the statement of the
Minister for Mines. In looking through
the Estimates, however, I cannot see an
item referring to that brilliant spot in
Western Australian gold mining, WWes-
tonia, At Westonia there is a group of
mines on which mining interest is mainly
foeussed at present. In respect of that
group there is more activity than in re.
spect of any other, both in the local mar-
ket and in the Melbourne market, More-

over, there are at Westonia mines in the

developmental stage, and prospecting
ought to be encouraged throughout thav
distriet. It is necessary that there should
be a regisirar located there. I have heard
complaints about the waste of time in
having io travel backwards and forwards
to the registrar’s office at Southern Cross,
It requires two days to do the trip and
then there is considerable time ocenpied
in attending to matters there. Why could
not the warden make a call at Westonia
at intervals? There are sulficient inter-
there o warraut ibal being  dune,
This would only involve a small expendi-
ture and a great saving of time and
money would result to the people inter-
ested in Westonia. A good deal has been
said about the Collie coal industry. T am
not altogether eonvinced that the use of
Collie ecal is dangerous during dry sea-
sous, but i€ it ean be proved that it is not
more dangerous than Neweastle coal, then
we might with advantage use it. We
know that it is not possible to raise steam
as quickly with Collie as with Newenstle
coal, or with a mixture of both. The
question of economy comes in if it is not
possible to raise the same amount of
energy. At the same time we want fo do
what we ean to develop the loeal indus-
try. T am not against the nse of Coliie
coal, but at the same time we do nof winl
to ron extra risk. If it can be proved
that Collie coal can be used and that we
ean get all the steaming power we want
out of it, then by all means it should he
used. There is such a thing as false
economy and I wish te sound a nofe of
warning in that direction.

Mr. O'LOGHLEY (Forrest) [7.50]: 1
did not intend to say anything on the
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mining Estimates but as the diseussion
has been carried on by members who are
not specially interested in this industry,
I thought it my duty in the ahsence of
the member for Coltlie (Mr, A. A. Wil-
son} to thank those members represent-
ing lhe agrienliural districts for their
altitude fowards the coal industry and
for having given their benediction 1o the
extended uwse of Collie conl, The foster-
ing of this industry has been the subjest
of many debates in this Flouse, but I
venture to say that we have never heard
any greater measure of approval of its
use than we have heard to-night, par-
tieularly from the leader of the Opposi-
tion and the member for Katanmnwe.
Figures have been quoted in favour of
the use of Collie eoal and it has been
demonstrated by actual tests that during
the fime the railways of Weslern Aus-
tralia were held up for their supplies
owing to the strike in New Sonth Wales,
Collie coal was used exclusively on our
railways and it has been pointed ount by
the member for Katanning that if in
times of national necessity, sucll as that,
we conld use the loeal product exelu-
sively, it is a powerful argument in fav-
our of the permanent use of that eonl.

Mr. George: You can take a risk in an
emergency.

Mr., O'LOGHLEN: The people are
preparel to give credit to the Govern-
ment for the magnificent efforts they have
made to get the industry going. The
people realise that the present Govern-
ment have done more than has ever been
done by any other Government towards
helping the industry.

Mr, Thomas: Then why all these tears?

Mr. O'LOGHI.EN: They will be tears
of jov if the Government take 100 per
cent. instead of 80 per cent. of Collie coal
as at present.

Mr. George: Tell them it is the best
eoal,

Mr. OLOGHLEN: If Collie coal had
the calorifie value of other ecoals thers
would be no need for deputations.

Mr, Bolton: They did a lot of harm to
the industry by bunkering a lot of in-
ferior coal.
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Mr. O'LOGHLEN: At the time the
bunkering trade was being established we
found ihat the practice adopted by the
coal companies of supplying inferior stuff
did a lot of damage to the industry. They
have learned a lesson in the school of ex-
perience which they are not likely to re-
peat in future. At the same time it had
such a detrimental effect that it put the
industry back considerably. The eoal
proprietors supplied inferior, stuff to the
vessels, and T suppose to the railways as
well, although the railway inspectors are
wide awake as a rule. The demand was
so keen that the coal companies thought
they were justified in supplying inferior
siuff lo make up the quantity.

Mr. George: They fetehed the roof
down.

Mr, ’LOGHLEN: The member for
Collie exposed that business in this
House, and he was foremost in denoune-
ing the companies for the methods they
adopted and which did not reflect ecredit
on them. However, that is past and gone,
and I do not think they are likely to in-
dulge in a repefition of such a nefarious
practice. Unfortunately even to-day there
is lack of eohesion amongst the coal pro-
prietors and they do not seem to work
. together for the advancement of the in-
dostry. Tf they were united at the pre-
sent time there are certainly many points
they eould pick up with advantage to the
industry. The leader of the Qpposition
has pointed out that there is equipment
on one mine at Collie snfficient to supply
all the wants of the State, and that the
snpply of enal is unlimited, but what this
House is urging, and what T hope the
Government will do, itz that .an effort
shall be made to inerease the consump-
tion. There is a good deal of comment
as to the (Government not utilising coal
on some of their Siate steamers, the rea-
son I helieve being the structure of some
of those vessels.

Mr. George: They will not be able to
nse coal on the “Kangaroo. |

Mr. O'T,OGHT.EN: I realise that, and
T am not geing to say that modern ideas
shonld not be adopted even for the sake
of a local induostry, I think if in co-
operation with the Railway Department
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the coal companies were to establish a
loeal depdt to foster the use of Collie
coal For domestic purposes, much good
wonld be achieved. There is a good deal
of prejudice existing to-day against the
use of Collie eoal and it is not altegether
confined to the locomofive drivers.

The Premier: It is the best household
coal in Anstralia.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: There is a tribute
by the leading public man in the State,

-vet we find that the firewood and coal

companies dealing in this commodity in
the metropolitan area are eharging
£3 12s. a ton for the imported article and
£2 8s. for Collie eoal. That may seem
a fair advantage to Collie eoal, but when
we consider that that coal only costs 1ls.
at the pit’s mouth, and that it is retailed
in the metropolitan area for 48s. a ton,
there must be a serew loose somewhere.

The Premier: Yon can get it for 25s.
in Perth,

Mr. Harrison:
into better hands.

Mr., O’LOGHLEN: I have raised the
question of the distribution and the Pre-
mier has pointed out that it is not a mat-
ter for the Railway Department, it is a
matter for the companies to take mnp. I
believe that if the ecompanies were to
come together it might be possible to
bring about the establishment of a depdt
in the metropolitan area where the coal
could be retailed at a price which would
give them a fair profit after allowing for
freight, cost of handling and distribution,
1f it is turned oui at 11s. a ton it does
not require much caleulation to show that
it is possible to dispose of it in the City
at mueh less than 48s.

Mr. Thomas: What is the freight§

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: About 7s. a ton.
The coal companies are not deriving much
profil from the coal at the present time
and the miners at Collie are only aver-
aging three days’ work a week. They are
urging Parliament to see if it is not pos-
sible to remove this embargo in the sum-
mer months, which is based on the pre-
judiced statement that the use of Collie
coal on the railways is detrimental to our
agricultural industry.

Get the distribution
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Mr. George: It is detrimental if it sets
the erops on fire.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: That is a parrot
ery. Possibly in years gone by Collie
coal, on one or two occasions, has been
responsible for some trifling damage.

The Premier: Is it a fact that along
railway lines where no Collie ecal is used,
fire breaks have to be established?

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Ii is so, and the
member for Murray-Wellington (Mr.
George) as an ex-Commissioner of Rail-
ways must know it. To overcome the
diflieulty it has been suggested that a
short Bill might be put through Parlia-
ment cnabling the Commissioner of Rail-
ways to encroach on a marrow sirip of
lhe farmers’ land adjoining the railways
for the purpose of widening the firebreak
which the fetilers now make along the
railway fences. The present break is of
one chain width, and it has been sug-
gested that should be extended to three
chains, so as to obviate all risk of fire.
Another method is the use of the spark
arrester. e have had numerous tests
of spark arresters, and the leader of the
Country party bas now discovered an
effective one. I believe he speaks for the
farmers; I believe if he advocated any
proposition a large number of the farm-
ers would follow bim, because they are of
the following variety. We want to try
to win the support of the farmers on this
question of vital importance to the Collie
distriet, ‘

Mr. Wansbrough: You will never do it.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: That is pessimistic.
It should be the desire of even the farm-
ers to assist, and not condemn, a local
industry.

Ms. Wansbrough: The farmers of Bev-
erley have been burnt out too often.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I cannot believe it.
Uunfortunately I am not able to combat
the statement, because the Eoyal Com-
mission inquiring into the use of Collie
coal are now in recess. They have not
yet concluded their labours. They are
gathering evidence as to the alleged detri-
mental effect of the use of Collie coal as
compared with that of the imported ar-
ticle, but owing to the war they are at
present in recess,
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Mr. George: Perhaps owing to their
eonsciences,

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Their consciences
are of quite o different type from that of
the hon. member. He is evidently of
opinion that because & man has a seat
on a Royal Commission, he is there for
his own personal ends. The member for
Collie (Mr. A. A. Wilsen) has fought
strenuously for an inereased consump-
tion of Collie ecoal. He is a member of
that Royal Commission, and I make no
doubt that on econclusion of the taking
of evidence before that Commission he
will be able to give the House some valu-

able information, Quite recently the
Federal Government have been using
Collie coal on their transports, They

Lhave taken fairly big shipments during
the last few weeks, and we trust that the
demand will grow. But a cireumstance
that has hit Collie very heavily is that
owing to lhe war the tramp steamers are
no longer calling here, and for the time
being the bunkering trade is practically
settled. OUn top of that this summer em-
hargo, which will be applied in a few
weeks’ time, against the use of Collie coal
on raiiways in agrieultural districts, will
mean a serious hardship for Collie.
Collie eoal came to the rescue of the State
al a time when lhe Stale badly needed
assistance. It is quite probable that Collie
coal will again help the State out of diffi-
culties should occasion arise, and if only
in eonsideration of this the loeal industry
should be fostered to the greatest possible
extent. The member for Avon (Mr.
Harrison) pointed out that Collie coal
has not the same steaming qualities as the
imporied eoal. Perhaps it has not, but, if
one may judge by the pace that some of
our trains get up, many of them res-
tricted to 15 miles an hour, I do not think
Collie coal would be likely to have the
effect ¢f making them any slower than
they are. The pace of some of the trains
I have to travel by is too awful to speak
of. The people of Collie desire the as-
sistance of Parliament in the fosfering
of the coal trade. e require {o educate
the genersl community to the use of our
local industry. If Western Australia is
ever to be a manufacturing State it will
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lake years to build up those manufac-
tories, because we have been seriously
bandieapped by Federation. When first
the Interstate barriers were broken down
the old-established industries of the other
States were able to pour their products
into Western Australia, and, as I say,
it will take us years to establish our own
industries.

The Premier: The coal owners of Collie
have never neglected an opportunity of
fleecing the general community in the in-
terests of private companies.

Mr, LOGHLEN: I will admit they
have tried to fleece the Commissioner of
Railways and the present Premier. Al-
though they did not succeed, they tried
to drive a bard bargain. It is only ha-
man nature,

Mr. George: Collie nature.

Mr, OLOGHLEN: Human nature;
and the hon, member is no different in
this respect from others. If he thought
ke could score a point on another in a
deal he would score it every time. None
of ns is a pbilanthropist,. If Western
Australia is going to feel its feet as a
manufacturing State, Collie supplies an
ideal opportunity for establishing indus-
tries. There are there millions of tons
of coal, water in abundance, and the place
is fairly close to a good port. With all
the natural advantageous  conditions
which Collie possesses, the mare help the
Government can give to assist the local
industry, to enconrage the people to usc
the local commodity the better it will be
for the State. Collic coal is not a Collie
question, it is a State question. There
are dilliculties in the way of building up
the trade, but Parliament can overcoms
them. The Government are now taking
80 per cenf. of Collie eoal for the rail-
way locomotives, and T want the Govern-
ment to risk the opposition that may come
from one or two farming centres, at any
rate to risk it till the deputation ar-
rives——

The Premier: To risk a elaim for dam-
ages.

Mr. ("LOGHLEN: You have risked
sueh ¢'nims 1n the past. I have one or
two fiiends who have been ruined by fire,
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but whe could never secure any compen-
sation.

The Minister for Mines; What caused
the fire?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Railway construe-
tion work, not Collie coal burat in a loeo-
wotive, .

Ay, E. B. Jobnston: Why not increase
the width of the firebreaks?

Mr. OLOGHLEN: It has been sug-
gesied,

Mr. Harrison: Have they any irvou de-
posils near that coal?

Air, O'LOGHLEN: We do not know
what we have in Western Ausiralia; we
did not know we had the hon. member
till the last elections. I am afraid the
Commiltee are not ireating this guestion
as seriously as it deserves. 1 am lkeen
on giving this coal industry a lift along.

Mr, Hettmann: What about the min-
ing estimates?

My, PLOGHLEN: I have nol got
away from the subject? 1 say more
attention should be devoted to the Collie
coal industry.

The Minister for Mines: I hope the
coal is not going to overshadow the gold-
fields,

Ar, O'LOGHLEN : No, it is not likely.
The Minister has dealt very eapably with
the broad question of mining. Because
of existing prejudice, Collie ¢oal is being
retailed at a price which searcely allows
it to compete successfully against the
imported article.

Mr. George: The price asked is too
mueh,

My, O'LOGHLEN: 1 believe that if
we could mainfain the present consump-
tion through the saummer months, if we
could get rid of the summer embarwo,
it wonld result in true economy, becanse
it wonld materially assist in building up
the loeal industry. On the Kurrawang
railway there is in use to-day a special
spark arrester. 1t is being tried by Mr.
Hedges who, although not mueh in poli-
ties, is a fairly praectical man when it
comes 1o the running of railways. His
spark arrester is a distinet success.

Mr. Bolton: No.
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Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The hon. member,
like a good many other railway experts,
15 ont against Collie coal for use on loco-
motives. As soon as a spark arrester is
given a trial, be is ready to condemn it.
There are so many of the same mind in
the Railway Department. I have taken
a dozen different men with inventions to
the Railway Department.

Mr, George: How many have gone to
Claremont.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: You require to be
careful or you will find yourself there
some day. I venture to say that if Dr.
Montgomery watched some of your antics
at times he would bave another patient.

Mr, Heitmann: It is the usual end of
genins.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: However, to put
another man into Claremont is not going
to premote the further econsumption of
Collie coal. This spark arrester is spoken
of highly by Mr. Hedges, and also by the
member for Nelson (Mr. Willmott), who
is absolutely econvineed that it is a sueccess.

My Haitmann: T haar it i8 earried In
the guard’s van,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The hon. member
bas heard a lot. He would be a far more
effective unit of the State’s population
if he did not take so much notice of what
he hears. The member for South Fre-
mantle (Mr. Bolton), like s0 many other
locomolive experts, is biassed against the
use of the local coal. I suppose it is
much harder to work than the imported
coal.

Mr. Willmott: Not with this spark ar.
Tester.

The CHAIRMAN: What hes this fo
do with the Estimates?

Mr. O’'LOGHLEN: I am endeavouring
to demonstrate that the Collie coal min-
ing industry eould be advanced consider-
ably by the adoption of the spark
arrester mentioned by the member for
Nelson if it proves effective. T wish to
impress on the Minister that I sincerely
trust, if the device shoanld prove effective,
the Government will adopt it. It has
been shown by Mr, Hedges, who is a
practiecal men, that this spark arrester
is of materia]l assistance——
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My, Willmntf: (hve it a trial without
prejudice.

The Premier: They do neot burn eoal
on the Kurrawang line,

Mr. Willmeti: No, they hurn wood,
which is worse.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: lt is claimed (hat
the spark from Collic coal does not linger
so long as the spark from the imported
article. Anyhow, I desirc merely that
this should be giver a fair trial. I ask
the Premier to consult the Commissioner
of Railways and his engineers and
give this a sympathetic trinl. It will
cost nothing, and if it does not prove
suceessful we shall be able to fall back
on the method of making fire breaks to
minimise the danger to the crops. If the
Government used Collie ¢oal exclusively
on the railways, and if it were used for
all domestic sapplies, it would mean a
lot to the industry, and every member
who supports the industry to this end
will re-eive the support of the people,
and will never have reason (o vegret his
action.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray- Wellington)
[817] : The hon. member for Forrest has
taken up the mantle of the member for
Collie as regards the ("vllie conl industyy.
The only untted effort which would give
the hon. member and the people of Collie
any satisfaction would be a united vole
of this Hounse which would have the effect
of over-riding the conclusions of pre-
vipus Commissioners of Railwavs in con-
nection with Collie coal, and over-riding
the authorities of the depariment, who
have given fair and sympathetic trinls on
every oceasion when this matfer has cume
before them. Regarding the snark ar-
resters, the member for South Fremantle
knows that some few vears ago the de-
partment was flonded with inventors of
these deviees, The lives of the engine-
drivers were made a misery when trving
these spark arresters. in concequence af
the accusations that the trials were not
fair, though every cffort was made by the
men on the ratlways fo assist this native
industry of Western Ausiralia.

Mr. Willmott: Go and see them work-
ing it,
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Mr. GEORGE: The hon. member is
not speaking from the same experience
as the member for South Fremantle or
myself,

Mr. Willmott: Admittedly,

Mr, GEORGE: I will not permit any-
one to even hint that the trials were
otherwise than fair and without pre-
judiee, or were carried out with a view
other than to assist a native industry, and
I am sure the same attitude is adopted
to-day.”

The Premier: More so.

Mr. GEORGE: The hon. member re-
marked about the lack of cohesion among
the colliery proprietors, but one of the
greatest troubles is the lack of cohesion
in the Collie coal itself. One has only te
go to Kalgoorlie to find mounds and
mounds of the debris of Collie coal which
hag succumbed to the infinence of the
weather.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Ne.

Mr. GEORGE: Yes, there is a bank
from Kalgoorlie to Coolgardie made of
nothing else than the debris of Collie
coal. We wish to extend the use of Collie
coal and I would suggest that if arrange-
ments eould be made by which, on the
far distant lines, Newecastle coal could
be used exelusively, it might be found
that in other distrets it would be possible
to use a far larger proportion of Collie
coal. When Dr. Jack sat as a Royal
commissioner 12 or 13 years ago—the
evidence is well worth reading—one of
the conclosions he arrived at was that
for Collie ecoal used at Kalgoorlie and
beyond, the department should be paid
25, 6d. a ton for every ton used. Dr. Jack
went into the question very carefully,
and I suggest that on the far distant
lines Newecastle coal could bhe used ex-
clusively, beeause every ounce of it is of
use and every ounce of Collie coal is not,
and there might then be a possibility of
using more Collie eoal.

Mr., Heitmann: How will that affect
the use of Collie coal in other parts?

Mr. GEORGE: They are using coal in
the proportion of 20 per cent. New-
castle and 80 per cent. Collie, bui Dr.
Jack laid it down very clearly in his re-
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port that the most economical mixture
would be 33 per cent. Newcastle and the
balance Collie coal. I snppose it was
through politieal influence, which is not
supposed to prevail but goodness knows
we have bhad enough of it in this State,
that the proportion was altered to 20 per
cent. Newcastle and 80 per cent. Collie.

Hon. Frank Wilson : Dr. Jack was
viewing it from the standpeint of 9s. for
Collie coal against 15s. 4d, for Newecastle
coal,

Mr. GEORGE: Dr. Jack was brought
over here af great expense to the State,
and I have no hesitation in saying be was
brought over more to try to ram Collie
coal down the throats of the railway
people than for any other reason.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Not at all.

The Premier: That is & bit of a spark
arrester.

Mr. GEORGE: I do not care what
Government were in power; I repeat that
he was brought over simply to try to ram
the Collie eoal nolens wvolens down the
throats of the Railway Department, ir-
respective of the interests of the State.

Mx. Foley: That is a very strong stale-
ment to make, _

Mr. GEORGE: The member for For-
rest spoke about Collie coal being sold
at £2 Bs. a ton in Perth, I do not know
whether that is so.

Hon, Frank Wilson: That is wrong.

Mr. GEORGE: T was under the im-
pression that only the poor fruoitgrowers
and other producers in this State were
fleeced by the middlemen or whatever
they are called, but it seems that the con-
sumers of Collie coal must be suffering
similarly if they are paying £2 8s. a fon
for it.

Mr., Male: They are not.

Mr. GEORGE: I noticed also that New-
castle coal was costing something over
£3 a ton.

The Premier: It was being delivered
in Perth 12 months ago for 2Is. a ton.
I take it that is by the single bag.

Mr. GEORGE ;: What is the Control of
Trade Commission doing?

The Premier: It has been krocked out.

Mr. GEORGE: Then we can hope that
the price of e¢oal will now go down, Re-
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ference has been made to the cutting of
breaks in the farmers’ fields. I am afraid
there is not much chance of getting the
farmers to agree to that. I remember re-
ceiving deputations from farmers in con-
nection with this matter, and it was sng-
gested that the risk of fires would be les-
sened if they cut for hay a good swathe
near to the railway during the early por-
tion of the season, This proposal was
rejecied by the farmers, and very indig-
nantly too. X think this would help very
much. As to the proneness of Collie coal
to sparking, one ¢an get a demonstra-
tion of that by travelling to Fremantle
nearly every night in the week. While
it is true that these sparks go out fairly
quickly, there is such a stream of them
that it would be neither just nor fair to
run any risk of setling fire to the crops.
Do members realise what it would mean
in our wheat areas if, when the crops
were ripe for the harvest, a fire broke ont?
It would be eriminal to incur such a risk,
and with all the outery of the people of
Collie, as voiced by the hon, member, re-
garding the [ack of work Tor the miners,
T do not believe the miners desire that
their livelihoed should be obtained at the
risk of destroying the livelihood of other
people. They wani more work. The
trouble has been that there have been too
many men and too many mines for the
amount of work the State eould absorb.
Even supposing an extra 20 per cent.
of Collie coal was used on the railways,
how much more employment would it give
to the men at present at Collie? It would
certainly make some difference, but
should we run the risk of destroying the
livelihood, nay more, the whole of the
savings, of a class of men who have
worked hard and have suffered from bad
times during the lasi two or three years—
the wheat farmers—on the off-chance of
providing a little more work for the peo-

ple of Collie? So far as the spark ar-.

rester is concerned, I believe that George
Stevenson, with his first engine, the
“Rocket,” tried this device, and every
engineer sinee then, on beginming his ap-
prenticeship, has started out with the idea
that if he eould devise an efficient spark
arrester his fortune would be made.
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Mr. Bolten: So it would.

Mr. Willmott: Do you say it never will
be invented?

Hon. Frank Wilson interjected.

Mr. GEORGE: No one knows better
than the hon. member that all coal sparks
wore or less, but that Collie coal sparks
more rather than less, It is because of
this and because we desire to restrict the
risk of fire in our agrienltural areas that
we are taking this stand,

The Premier: The other difficulty is
that the Collie spark is lighter and car-
ries further with the wind.

Mr. GEORGE: T wonld not have said
so much but for the remarks of the mem-
ber for Forrest, and I desire to emphasise
that the officinls of the Railway Depart-
ment are absolutely fair in their tests of
these devices. Even if the heads of the
department were uanfair, which I deny,
the men who have to carry out the tests
would not be such dolts as to block an
invention whiech must mean a lot, not only
to themselves, but to the livelihood of their
fellow-men.

AT -

A, {Santh  Framantle)
{8.30] : It seems almost like an intrusion
for one to speak on the mining Estimates
generaliy. I have heen wondering
whether the Minister who is in charge
of this division of the Estimates has asked
me to fix up this joke so that we shall
not discuss metals and minerals, but
devote our attention entirely to coal. As
a matter of fact the discussion has been
purely on coal mining. The hon. mem-
ber for Forrest (Mr. 0’Loghlen) agitated
for an increased eonsumption of Collie
coal of 20 per cent., that is from 80 per
cent, to 100 per cent, That is next door
to impossible, Twenty per cent. of the
Newecastle coal brought into this State
is largely made up of supplies landed at
Geraldton. It is Neweastle coal exelu-
sively which ig brought here. A greater
percentage i used to-day than ever was
used before, and its use is on the increase.
The hon. member assumed that the loco-
motive engine-drivers were the npatnral
enemies of Collie ecoal. They are nothing
of the kind.

Mr. Foley: They do pet like it very
much,
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Mr. BOLTON : The engine-drivers have
had a had time in regard to Collie eoal.
They were not supplied with true Collie
coal, but for the most part with shale.
When they started to use Collie coal they
found it necessary to aller the locomo-
tives in order that they eould deal pro-
perly with it, Collie coal does not make
cinders; that is a great point of difference
between it and Newcastle eoal. When
yon open a door to feed a fire which is
made np of Collie coal that is when the
draught causes the streams of sparks to
come out. Of course one must open the
door to get the coal in. When one fires
with Neweastle coal, however, the same
disturbing result is not found, for the
reason that there is more live ¢oal and
more adhesion of the parts. The moment
one opens the door to fire Collie ¢oal one
dislodges a quantity of fine dust whieh
is not very mueh heavier than the air
itself. All the attempis to prevent the
emission of sparks from Collie eoal by
means of spark arvesters have proved
futile. As a praectiecal man myself. T

would weleome any spark arrester which

was proved to be suceessfnl. This conn-
try has spent thousands of ypounds on
these devices, especially in the time when
Mr. Rotheram was. Chief Mechanienl
Eingineer, Tn those days the drivers used
to ferm these spark arresters “train ar-
resters.” They were never spark arresters
at all.

The Premier: If you try to prevent
snarks coming out hy stopping the
dranght vou prevent the raising of steam.

Mr. BOLTON: Tt is necessary to use
forced dranght fo get np steam, Tt is
impossible to have the necessarv steam-
ing properties in a hoiler unless this is
dane. Tt is a pity we have not discovered
some form of spark arrester which will
deal snceessfully with Collie coal. In-
deed. there has never been a snecessfnl
spark arrester for anv élass of eoal. The
heaviest coal is the Welsh enal, and that
iz the most suneeessful, bnt ip this eoun-
fry it is hefter to deal with the Collie
conl. As T said hefore. the locomotive
engine-driver is net the natural enemv
of Collie coal, hut its natural enemy. is
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the Railway Department, and the
member for Murray-Wellington (MMr.
George) when Commissioner of Rail-
ways was one of its most bitter oppo-
neats. He dealt with the matter from
the commercial aspect from his point of
view, and if one believed his arguments
there was mueh to be said from his side
of the question. Every year in his report
the Commissioner of Railwaye agks for
a sum of moaey to be set aside to pay
for the loss he is still ineurring threugh
having had to use Collie coal. He asks
why this loss should have to be made
good every year as a result of the work
of the previous Commissioner, instead of
the money going directly to his vote. If
members will look back for years past
they will see the same remark in the Com-
missioner’s report, He does not consider
it is econamical to use if. He elaims
that, because he must use it, his men have
been unable to work to schedule time. I
have had experience in the use of Collie
coal, for T was the first man to use that
coal on the first engine which was built
for the purpose and which was fitted with
what are known as “rockerbars,” by the
nse of which deviee it was possible to gef
rid of the ash and to see the inside of the
furnace. On a smooth even grade Collie
coal is not so troublesame, bat on a heavy
grade it 1s difficult to generate sufficient
steam. Omne has to be constantly firing,
and this is proved by the amount of eoal
that is consnmed on each trip and the
sparks being emitted all the time. Of
course there are some districts where it
does not malter how many sparks are
thrown out. Take the journev from Mid-
land Junetion to Chidlow’s Well. Tt does
not matter how the sparks fly along there
heeanse there is nothing to burn, and it
does not matter how many times the
doars are opened for firing.

Mr. Heitmann: It is not economieal if
the- fire doors are opened too frequently.

Mr, BOLTON : 1If the hon., member
knew how much coal has to be shovelled
in on the journey bhetween Midland June-
tion and Chidlow’s Well, where the -
grade is exceptionally heavy, he would
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understand how frequently the firemen
would bave fo open the door.

The Premier: You want boggers out
instead of firemen.

Mr, BOLTON: Our engine-drivers
have had to burn Collie coal for a good
many years now, and hecanse of the fre-
quency with which the stoking has had to
be done and becanse of the quantity of
ash which has had to be removed, the
firemen can well be termed “boggers out.”
When coal is put into the firebox it has
to go somewhere. A great deal of it
goes out in smoke, but a large quantity
of it drops into the ash pans in the form
of powder. No special provision was
made for the raking ont of Collie coal,
five times as much of which has to be
done with Collie ¢oal as has to he done
with Neweastle coal. The firemen, there-
fore, have had to erawl in hetween the
wheels and rake out all this floary stuff
which had accumulated. Hon, members
donbtless have often seem the firemen,
when they have emerged after this par-
ticular iob which ean be termed “bogging
out.” There is some hogging out as well
as hogging in. All these ohjections could
easily be overcome if the department
were only sympathetic in the matter, and
were to effect the mecessary alterations.
Berause they were not sympathetic this
prejudice fo Collie coal grew up amongst
the firemen. Apain, if the firemen had
heen supplied with the hest Collie coal.
instead of being oblized to nse so mueh
shale and rubbish, much of the prejudice
which exists to-day wounld never bave ex-
isted at all. There are services in which
"Collie eoal ean be made use of to ad-
vantage as against Neweastle coal. Tt
would surprise hon. members to know
bow mueh shovelling of Collie coal has
to be done on the road between Midland
Junetion and Chidlow’s Well. With re-
gard to the question of whether the de-
partment was fair in the past or not in
this matter. perhaps T can give one in-
stanee in which they were not over.fair.
and in this case the question did not rest
with the heads of the department. The
engine-drivers had a prejudice against
someone else who introduced something
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which they themselves thought they
should have been able to think out. A
patent ash pan was permitted to be used
and wag used and adopted for two years.

Mr. Foley: On & point of order, I
wonld like to know in what part of the
Mining Estimates ash pans are included,
and upnder what mining head ash pans
can be said to come.

The CHAIRMAN: I should be very
much obliged if semeone could point out
to me what spark arresters have to do
with the Estimates. I have been unable
to find out,

Mr. Foley, That heing so, I am going
to ask if the hon. member is in order
in speaking on ash pans in the manner
in which he is doing on the Mines Esti-
mates.

The CHAIRMAN : T have allowed hon.
members to speak on the question of
coal. It is eertainly a mining question,
and I cannot stop the hon. member.

Mr. BOLTON: T do not see how you
could rule otherwise, Mr. Chairman, I
have only done what other members have
done in speaking in regard to Collie eoal.
T can understand the natural prejudice
of those who have only worked for metals
and have no interest in the coal mining
indostry.  Nevertheless I know that the
hon. member who has temporarily taken
the place of the member for Collie (Mr.
A. A Wilson) must be pleased with this
reception of the Collie coal guestion.
When that hon. member returns he will
be able to report that the prejudice of a
zood many members af this Chamber has
hroken down.

Vote put and passed,

This" coneluded the general debate on
the Estimates of the Minister for Mines;
votes and items were disenszed as fol-
low ;—

Vote—Woods and Forests, £3,680:

Ttem—Clerk-in-Charge, £300.

Mr., GEORGE: Does not the Minister
think that the time has arrived when a
department of this importance should be
placed in charge of some permanent
head? Tt is many vears ago now
since the late Mr. FKdnie Brown
left the department and since it
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has been run by a gentleman who
ocenpies the position of acting Con-
servator of TForests. This temporary
position has now been in existence for
many years., Oibers besides myself will
be glad to know if the department is to
receive the attention which ils imporiance
requires. The timber industry has been
the means of giving employment to
10,000 people in the Slate. There are
probably 10,000 to 15,000 men actively
- engaged i the industry, and if we in-
clude their dependents we shall find that
fully 50,000 people are vitally inierested
in it. The industry should now be placed
in the hands of someone with sufficient
experience lo know how to guide it. The
Minister knows whether the acting Con-
servator is snited lo the position or net.
If he is suited he should he given his
chance; if not, we should bave a man who
is eapable.

Mr. WILLMOTT: Where is this de-
partment? It is extraordinary that a
department which is estimated to produce
such a large revenue should have appar-
ently disappeared altogether, It is ex-
traordinary that it sbounld bhave vanished
without leaving any trace whatsoever. [
must also again voiee a protest against
the non-appointment of & Conservator of
Forests. I spoke on the same subject
lasi year. It is with regret T express my
grave doubt whether the estimate of
£42,500 for this year’s revenue will be
realised, In view of the war and the
difliculty of obtaining tonnage, I fear
there will be a heavy falling off. I trust
that some of the promises made regard-
ing the issue of licenses to sleeper eutters
and the purchasing by the Government of
sleepers will be fulfilled. It is true that
licenses are issued, but the sleepers, un-
less sold through the State sawmills, may
not be sold at all. T am well aware that
the State sawmills have something like
800,000 sleepers in stock. In my opinion
there will be no difficulty in disposing of
even a much larger number of sleepers
when the war is over. If parcels of
sleepers can he sold to private buyers
even at something less than the eunrrent
price, it should be permitted. I am cer-
tain there would be no loss to the State
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in the long run if my advice were fol-
lowed. In-spite of the official declara-
lions to the contrary, I feel sure there
will be heavy deterioration in the sleepers
now stacked, because the ends are not
dressed, The summer js coming on, and
the present system of stacking will mean
heavy loss. I wish also to protest against
the appointment of inspeciors by the
manager of the State sawmills to inspeet
timber cut by the State sawmills, All
timber inspectors should be directly under
the control of the Foresiry Department.
The present principle is absolutely
wrong, and the result will be condemna-
tion of our timber at the other end of
the world. The manager of the State
sawmills natorally wishes to keep up his
outpul, and if an inspector under his
control throws out timber to sueh an ex-
tent as to affect the output, he will natur-
ally try to get rid of that inspector and
secure in his place another who will be
more lenient.

Mr, Foley: Does not the manager think
of the inspection at the other end%

Mr, WILLMOTT: Evidently he does
not. We have had to eat dirt in the mat-
ter of rejection of our sleepers in South
Afriea.

Mr, O’Loghlen: That applies more to
the privale sawmills,

Mr. WILLMOTT: In the past the in-
spectors were interfered with by a late
Minister for Lands, when they were do-
ing good and honest work, As a result
the inspectors lowered the standard, and
therexpon £2,000 worth of sleepers were
condemned at the port of delivery.

Hon., Frank Wilson: When was this?

Mr. Foley: Who was the Minister?

My, WILLMOTT: The member for
Northam (Hon. J. Mitchell). The
hewers complained that the /inspection
wus too severe.

Hon. Frank Wilson: No doubt it was.

Mr. WILLMOTT: One cannot be too
severe in adbering to the specifieation.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I have seen many
a good sleeper rejected, .

Mr. WILLMOTT: The inspector's
duty is to see that a sleeper is up to speci-
fication.
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Mr. O’Loghlen; If a police constable
were to carry out his regulations strictly,
there would be civil war,

Mr. WILLMOTT: I have pointed out
for years that the specifications are too
severe, that absurd specifications are ae-
cepted, Lately sleepers have been thrown
out becanse they were not cut to a neat
guarter. The Minister in charge of the
departinent knows, or should know, that
at stanjimup sleepers were thrown out
because they were not cut half an inch
over size to allow for shrinkage. Why
should a hewer be called upon fo make
that allowance gratis? It is absolutely
wrong. 'The department will pever give
salisfaction unless an lnspector General
of Forests is appointed with sole control
of our forests and sole control of all in-
spection,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I am hardly due
again to speak, but the member for Mur-
ray-Wellington (Mr. George) and the
member for Nelson (Mr. Willimott) have
spoken on this vote. 1 realise there is
very little use in discussing forestry mat-
ters and the pursmng of a vigorous
policy of reafforestation. That poliey
requires funds, and Western Australia
has not the funds at present.

My, Wilimott: That is why I did not
touch on that subject.

Mr. OLOGHILEN: Even if the funds
were available, public support for such
a policy is not forthcoming. The subjeet
is the most diffienlt in the world to get
people interested in. What may be
termed a forest conscience has never yet
been awakened from one end of Aus-
tralia to the ofther. Owing to the big
fillip given by the Governor General, Sir
Ronald Murgoe Ferguson, who is not
only a practical forester but has derived
enormous revenue from laying down his
Scoitish estates with timbers, the forest
leagues of New Sounth Wales and Vie-
toria have had a little life galvanised inte
them. The forest league of Western Aus-
tralia, after a year’s earnest work, num-
bers less than a dozen members. It seems
that the people of Western Australia,
instead of looking to the future, are con-
cerned with the present, and are eager
to develop only such industries as will
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yield gquick returns. A forestry policy
does not yield a return for two or three
decades, though then the refurn is abso-
lulely sure. As regards the soft-wood
plantalion of the department, I still think
the planfing is being done in too expen-
sive a eountry. Instead of putting the
men at the Exhibition building on to
clearing in King’s Park, it would be bet-
ter to sel them to work on the 2,000 acres
af Albany reserved for softwoods. Then
gome practical good would result from
their work. In Souath Australia, where
1 was born, they started, after I was
horn, laying down a pine plantation near
ibe place where I was born. When I was
over there two years ago, the Liberal
Government were realising £200 per acre
from the pilantation., In Australia soft-
woods come to maturity in about a third
of the lime that they need in Europe.
Western Australia has not at present
any softwood to put on the market, and
will not have for some years to come.
Possibly we shall be able to supply some
of our requirements in 10 years’ time.
Like the member Tor urray-weillugiou
(Mr, George) 1 deplore the partial par-
alysis in the hardwood trade. As soon as
the war is over there will, however, be so
mueli rebnilding activity in the various
countries whieh have been devastated, that
our hardwood trade will boom. This
applies particularly to the iwo chief
consumers of our hardwoods, Africa and
India. In faet, orders are procurable
to-day i both Afriea and India. Just
prior to the war £2,000,000 was allocated
by the Imperial Government for railway
extension in India, but owing to the
finaneial stress eonsequent on the war the
allocation has been cancelled. Acting
on represeniations from the Agent
General, who was prompted by the Gov-
ernment, the Seecretary of State for the.
Colonies, Sir Lewis Harcourt, had a fairly
large amount of that replaced on the
Estimales, and the Indian railway build-
ing policy is going on to a small extent.
Unfortunately however, just as we were
to get a share of the trade, the shipping
freights bounded up to an abnor-
mal height with the result that to-
day it is impossible to procure
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bottom to take the timber to Im-
dian ports, and the Indian Board, in-
stead of using Western Australian hard-
woods are using up inferior timber which
will only last a third of the time. Onece
we get the shipping freights back to nor-
mal there will be a huge revival in the
timber trade, and as Western Australia
is the only State with a surplus, and will
e able to satisfy the demands of all these
countries, the industry will be in for a
good time, Every sleeper that the Gov-
ernment has to-day in stack, and every
bit of scantling will find a ready market,
if we can afford to wait for a little while.
The member for Nelson states that instead
of pursuing the dog in the manger policy
by saying that the State sawmills shall
not allow private contractors to come
in and ecut, we should throw open our
Crown lands, and let private contractors
eome in, in order that employment might
be found for men during these bad times.
Let us analyse the position and find out
how the legitimate timber firms view this.
The Liggest timber trading concern in
Australia, if not in the world, Millar's
Trading Company, eried a halt by closing
down some months ago. I do not know
that T would be justified in charging them
with having cold feet, in view of the bal-
ance sheet which they recently pre-

sented, . But the faet remains that
they closed down. Other firms have
been struggling on, but the export-

ing firms were hard hit owing fo
a variety of reasons, which are obvious
to hon. members. We find that the State
Sawmill Department took over the em-
ployment of a large number of men, and
when T tell hon, members that 2,600 men
bave beer thrown out of employment
singe Christmas, it will be realised what
a blow the timber industry has received.
The State Sawmill Department not only
kept their mills going but completed con-
tracts on 36 hours a week, which barely
gives a living to the men employed. They
not only did that but kept on a large
nutwber of hewers, quite recently as many
as 700 men. I admit that there are only
250 men on now becanse stocks are ex-
ceptionally large. The only orders which
have been received lately bave heen those

taken is right,
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from the Commonwealth. The last Cow-
wmonwealth eontract of any importance
was tendered for by Millars and by firms
not having a stick of timber, and by the
Co-operative Society and the State Saw-
mills, and we find that quite a number of
smali orders were let to men at ridieu-
lously low prices. These firms were
bhound to enter on private concessions,
otherwise they could not have shown a
penny profit, T bave been condemned
severely by the sleeper cutters, but I have
eonvineed them that the action I have
I admit that the Govern-
ment are not able to carry this srmy of
men right through, I recognise that what
the Government have done, they have done
under exceptional diffienlties, and if it
had been left to private enterprise the
industry would have been absolutely ex-
tinct. In the Collie district one or two
oentlemen have secured from the Com-
monwealth Government stall contracts.
Some have private paddocks in whieh to
cut, others have not, and they have not
only hewers, but the trading association
and others hehind them to force the Gov-
ernment to throw open Crown lands so
that they might complete the orders they
have secured from those lands. They of-
fered better entting rates than the State
Sawmills Department, but where wouald
we land the Government if we encouraged
that? One of these gentlemen came to
Perth and asked for certain Crown lands,
but was refused, He then went to Mil-
lars to assist him but Millars declined
to help him, and advised him to go to the
Government to secure Crown land. He
said that perhaps Millars might allow
him to go on their country, but they were
not prepared to do that. 1 have no de-
sire to jump on the small man, but I have
every regard for the future of the timber
trade, and for Millars, the State Sawmills,
tewis & Reid, and other legitimate trad-
ers who have to employ staffs. In sub-
mitting quotations for the sapply of
timber, all these firms have to make
provision for the payment of their staffs.
The individnals picking the eyes out of
Crown lands, and with cheap freights to
the seaboard, are able to reduce the price
s¢ that a firm like Millars, for instanee,
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cannot compete against them. Is it not
better, therefore, to keep out such an
individual rather than demoralise the
trade altogether and prevent ihe reput-
able firms, and even the Siate Sawmills
from competing, If we let those individ-
uals in on the small orders we will have
to let them in on the big orders. These
individuals who tender for contracts select
a certain locality, Collie for instance, and
the freight io the seaboard is 12s, How
could the State Sawmills compete against
them under those conditions, beeause, in
order to distribute their employment, they
have to average their prices when put-
ting in a quote to the Federal Government,
or in conneetion with an oversea order. I
am convineed it would have been a bad
day for the timber industry if Crown
lands had been thrown open indiserimi-
pately for those people to exploit them
in these times. We could not throw open
Crown lands without doing an injury to
the people who have stocks eut waiting
for the market which will come. If we
let one in we must let the lot in, and the
state sawmills would not be justified in
allowing competition on those lines. We
have about a million sleepers eut and T
understand the department are taking
steps to paini the ends of them because
there is no immediate likelihood of a
market being found for ihem, and un-
less they are painted they are likely to
split and so will be rendered unsaleable.
I do not think private eontractors should
be allowed to come in, and I view it from
the employers’ as well as from the em-
ployees’ point of view, A few men may
get work and perhaps better prices, and
if people like those I have described se-
cure land, they must get orders some-
where. The hon. member also referred
to the fact that the Stafe Sawmill De-
partment inspectors should not have
been appointed.

Mr. Willmott: They shonld be under
the Woods and Forests Department.

AMr, O'LLOGHLEN: I wish that happy
arrangement could be brough{ about.
Wherever the Slate Sawmills Depart-
ment put a gang of men they must have
an officer in charge, and that officer is
the man to ipspect. He may be taken
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over by the Woods and Forests Depart-
ment, but to-day we find that the in-
spectors of the Woods and Forests De-
partment, owing to the falling off in
trade, do not know how to pui in their
time. When T was in Collie a week ago
there were four rangers theve. I found
that the State sawmills inspector was
doing practically the whole of the in-
speciion, as well as supervision of the
men there. 1 know four of the inspectors,
all of whom are really good men and
are competent judges of timber, but
there should be some arrangement be-
tween the two deparfments whereby they
might devote portion of the time to
forestry work, and whenever an inspec-
tor put his hammer on a sleeper, that
sleeper should be regarded as a good
commodity to go out of the country. We
must give the State Sawmill Department
a sufficient number of officers to control
their men and to see that the department
gels a fair deal. The hon, member made
a complaint against the member for
Northam, in regard to the action of a
passer. 1 believe that the hon. member is
on the wrong track. There were 147
men sleeper-cutting and a passer came
along and rejected 625 sleepers which
were considered by an overwhelming
nmajority of the men to be good timber.

Mr. Willmott: Who was the passer?

Mr, O’LOGHLEN: Hastie.

Mr. Willmott: It is not the same case.

Mr. OLOGHLEN: It is the only
case the member for Northam interfered
with. Those sleepers were rejected by
Hastie. The member for Murehison, who
was then seergtary of the timber workers
union, asked the Minister to go with him
to Worsley and fo examine those sleepers
and he also took with him a ranger from
the Forestry Department, and the result
was that 514 out of the 625 were put
back, an indication that the inspector
was quite wrong. Not one of those
sleepers was condemned in Africa, where
they were sent.

Mr. Willmott: That is a different case
altogether,

Mr. OLOGHLEN: I wounld like
the hon. member to tell me when at
any other time the member for Northam
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interfered in & dispute about the re-
jection of sleepers. On that occasion
the then Minister took the only course
he could. The hon. member has a
remedy for the trouble, which I do not
agree with. It is to rejoct those slespers
and substitute a sccond-grade sleeper.
It was a disastrous policy as pursued
in Victoria.

Mr. Willmott :
grades of slecpers.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: No, it is better
to keep the hewer up to the ono grade ;
but do not give the rangers the oppor-
tunity of defranding the sleeper cutter
by giving him a second-class price for
a first-class article, as has beon done
in Vietoria,

We should have three

Mr. Willmott : What about the
sleeper with pinholes ?
Mr. OLOGHLEN: If it does not

come up to standard, reject it.

Mr. Willmott: But such a sesond.
class sleeper could go into your sidings,

Mr. OLOGHLEN: Most rejocted
slespers are rejected for other dofects.
Exception has been taken in respect to
the necessity for neatness, in some cases
it being required to come within an
eighth of an inch. The State Sawmills
are driving a hard bargain with tho
sleeper cutter, just as do privato mill
owners. The reason why thoy were
go particular with this order was that
the sleepers were for the English rail-
ways, the Btate Government having
secured an order for hall a million
sleepers for the British railwavs.

The Minister for Works: There will
ba soma more for Franca.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : Yos. Sir Newton
Moors has been doing some good work
in France. Sleepors in England are not
supposed to hold a dogspike, and they
have to be perfect. So much so, that
it has boen deemed impossible to cut them
with the axe, that instead they must be
cut with the saw. The State depart
mant placed out & lot of those sleepers ;
we have 30 many expert cutters who can
got it down to a fraction, that in order
to keep tho axemen employed the order
was placed out. I am pleased to think
that the men have boen able to do it
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although they had such a difficulty in
filling the order. There is the question
of the conservator of forests. For
18 years now this has been a hardy
anuual. Thoe nearest we ever pgot to
scouring a first class man was when the
leader of the Opposition, then Premier,
engazed Mr. Norman Jolly, of South

_Australia, as headmaster of the Tech-
nical School. Unfortunately, some
hiteh occurred at the Ilast moment,

and he never came to Western Australia.
Hs is a keen forestry expert, having
studied not only in Australia, where he
was born, but also on the Continent, and
I think he knows more about forestry
thian does any other man in the Common-
wealth. He was appointed to the
Forestry Department in South Aus
tralia, and after three months there he
recoivod an appointmont as conservator
in Qucensland, where he still is. 1 only
wish we had him here. The hardest
man in the world to find is a conservator
of forests who has both the clerical
knowledge and the field knowledge. It
is easv to get & man with cither, hut-
very difficult to combine both gualities
in thoe one individual. When good
times come again in Western Australis,
wo must give more attention to this
question. In fact, one might almaost say
that the worse the times the groater
the nceessity for utilising our Great
Southern district behind Albany for the
planting of our pinus insignis. Albany
is ono of the prettiest of towns, and 1
beliove if we had on those sandhills
behind the port—where they will grow
without mueh attention—sturdy pine
forests, it would give & very much
buttcr mmpression of the State to new
arrivals, besides being & most valuable
assct.  Weo know how well pinus insignis
will grow here. Western Australin leads
the way in point of hardwoods, and for
the next ton years or so we will enjoy
a fairly good export trade. After that,
we will have to look out for the deluge.
We are going to moet the same fato as
all other countries have met by the
destruction of thuir lumber resources.
America to-day is awaking to the con-
dition of her timber industry, and
realising that it is worth preserving. I
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had a lettor the other day from a frisnd
who says they are doing magnificent work.
While Germany may be, and is, re-
sponsible for an immense arnocunt of
human misery in the world, it cannot
be denied that she leads the world in her
forestry dopartment. Japan comes nexs,
but here in Australis we have been
uttorly indifferent to the future noeds
of our country and the national necessity
for conserving our forests. We have
done practically nothing whatover. We
have mercly exhausted our resources
without looking to the future.

Mr. Wilimott : Living on our capital.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : Yes, and it is
pretty limitcd just now, Dut they are
moving rapidly in the Isstorn States
to rocover some of the lost position.
We have not lost ours yot, and if we
got to work in timo we will nover lose
it, beecause the timber industry if pro-
perly oared for is all-enduring. The
pressnt Government have saved the
timbor industry, and so brought about tho
comparative prosveritv of those living
in some of our Bouth-West districts,
where the timber industry for 20 years
past has been the commerical and in-
dustrial mainstay. The Goverament
have done much to rotain that industry.
although in regard to the foresiry they
have done but little. I hope when
good times return they will bo alive
to the needs of the future, and will
ombark on a bold, progressive policy
in regard to the conservation of our
timber resources.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : Some years ago
we set aside sleeper cutting aress for
railway and timber purposes. For years
the Reilways had these reserves ailotted
to them. In 1909 1 asked tho Hailway
Department to apply for an area from
which to get their railway sleepers
for all time. A reserve of 750,000 acres
was set aside at the request of the
then Minister. Does the Minister still
hold that land for railway purposes,
or is it contemplated to wtilise this area
in connection with the commercial busi-
ness of the Stete sawmills, to erect
mills on this reserve for the purpose of
export ¥ It will be & great pity if the
Minister allows this to be done.
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+Mr. O'Loghlen :
poor conntry.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : 1t was the best
available at the time, and I hope it will
not be cut into by the Minister’'s mills
for export purposes. It is necessary
to the Railways and ought to be kept.
I confess a good deal more might be
done to protect our timber. The jarrah
country ought to be reserved for jarrah
purposes. Reniforestation goas on
rapidly in jarrah country. I helieve
the organised planting of jarrah will not
be successlul, because jarrah is very slow
growing, Nature will best look to it
herseli, Y am not very sure whether the
ping planting is going to be a com-
mercial’ success. When we capitalise
the enormous amount spent in clearing
and preparing and planting, I am not
sure that the return to be expected will
cover interest on the outlay. However,
pine plantations ought to be established
here and there, if only as a test. In
regard to those rejected sleepers. I
hold thet it is the Minister’s duty to
look into these complaints when they
come along. Inspectors do not always
faithfully carry out their duties. Some-
times, even when they desire to do that,
they overstep the mark, while at other
times they evade their work nltogether.
They will report on a block which they
havo never seen, or pass sleepers snd
timber which they have scarcely glanced
at. The only time I interfered was at
the request of the member for Mur.
chison {(Mr. Holmau). I went down
and found that the men had some cause
for complaint, although certain of the
sleepers were o littie thivker than they
ought to have been.

Mr. Willmott : It was the people
shipping them who kicked up the row.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : Ne, they did
not ; they were with me whon T saw
the sleepers. All the men were satisfied
with the conclusion I arrived at. Cer-
tainly there was no loss, so far as I know.
No doubt people lose money in the timber
as in every other business. 1t is very
easy for the member for Nelson to make
such staternents. Was not it my duty
to see that justice was done to the sleeper
hewera ? I am surprised that the hon,

A lot of it is very
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member finds fault becanse I did what
even members opposite approve of, and
surely when they approve of i, it must
have been right. It would be just as
right to say that, owing to the work
of the inspector when the member for
Nelson was not inspector, the company
lost £50,000. There is no doubt the right
thing was done. The member for Forrest
refers to the State mills as having saved
the timber industry.

Mr. O’Loghlen : So they did.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: These mills
will not improve the industry or the
position of those who work in the ine
dustry. Some time ago I mentioned
that s contract had been taken for
South Africa at a lower price because
of the competition set up by the Govern.
ment. But for that competition I be.
lisve £2,500 more would have Leen re-
ceived Ly the people of the Statc for
that order.

«Mr. O'Loghlen: 1Tt is possible the
Government would not have got the
order.

~Hon. J. MITCHELL: But for the
competition by the Timber Hewers’
Association, rendered possible by the
help of the Government, this State would
have received £2,5}0 more on that one
order alone. I do not see why we should
sell the best jarrsh sleepers we have—
probably the best sleepers in the world—
to the people of China, Japan, and Soath
Africa at less than a fair price. The
Government competition brought it about
on that occasion. I hope the member for
Forrest will keep his eye on the mill
at Manjimup and see that it does no
harm to the industry.

«Mr. O'Loghlen: An industry that
loses 2,600 mwon in 10 months is pretty
hard hit. The companies pot cold feet.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : T was rather
amused at the speech of the member
for Forrest who was very fluent, very
quick, and sometimes seemed to get the
wrong hang of tne question. T could not
quite understand his eulogy of the Gov-
ernment, espocially the Minister for
Lands who refused to grant any permits
to outside hewers to hew timber on
Crown lands. He scemed in all his
expressions to argue that there is e

[ASSEMBLY.]

ring especially now, and he was totally
opposed to the opening of Crown lands
to the private hewer because it would
depreciate the stocks which the State
sawmills have already gathered together,
and they would probably have to take
10s. & load less. Besides he said it
would affect Millars’, Lewis & Reid, and
the Timber Hewers' Association, so I
take it the hon. member has changed
from being a democrat and has become a
conservative. He is no longer the op-
ponent of rings and combines because
he embraced the only combine in Western
Australia under that name—Millar's—
with the State sawmills in a ring which is
not to be injured by the private indi-
vidual.

Mz. O’Loghlen :
conditions.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I cannot
understand that coming from a democrat.
He is now the advocate of a ring—there is
no guestion about it—and everyone
else is to go to the wall because, forsooth,
the Government have gone into this
venture and have to be protected along
with Millars', Lewis and Reid, and the
Timber Hewers’ Association.

Mr. O'Loghlen : Better see a few men
without a stick of timber go to the
wall than the industry.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : T want to
see the 2,600 men who he says have heen
paid off, earning an honest living, and
able to go on to Crown londs, hew the
timber, and sell it as they think 6t.
The hon. member spoke about the Gov-
ernment hoving saved the industry in
one breath, and in the next breasth he
said 2,600 men had been paid off.

Mr. Munsie : By Millars’.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Not by
Miilars’ altogether. The QGovernment
have put the hewers oft and have put
oft & large number from the sawmills
and to-day the industry is in a parlous
condition.  Surely that is an argwnent
against the policy he has been euvlogising
and against which he is supposed to
protest in the interests of the worker.

Mr. (Loghlen: Where will these
persons get orders to-day if you open
the Crown lands ! Thers would bhe only
& few orders.

Not under certain
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Hon. FRANK WILSOX : Then the
hon. member admits they have not got
cold feet. 'The hon. member accused the
ring of getting cnld feet.

Mr. O’Loghlen : They closed up before
they hed need to do szo. .

Hon. FRANK WILBOXN : Then it is
through lack of orders that the Covern-
ment mills are closed.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Dunning's did not
close ; Whittaker's did not close ; Lewis
and Reid only partially closed.

Hon. FRANK WILSON :
Bunning’s mills are closed.

Mr. O'Loghlen : They have started
again.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : 1 was re-
ferring to the timber hewers, the 2,600
men who have lost their livelihood.

Mr O’Loghlen : Half of them are mill
hands.

Hon. FRANIK WILSON : As a result
of the issue of the foolish regulation by
the Government against timber hewers
going on to Crown lands, hundreds of
timher hewers wera thrown out of work.

Mr. ﬂ’ngMP“.: Te did nss Llgw
one out; the Government took them
over.

Hon. J. Mitchell :
to go to Kurrawang ?

Mr. O'Loghlen : T told 600 of them to
go there.

The CHAIRMAN: 1 cannot allow
this general conversation to continue.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Many of
them got employment at the Government
sawmills for & time, but to-day they are
out of work. If they had been allowed
to foliow their avoeation, they would
probably have been in work.

Mr. YLoghlen: You kuow that is
not so.

Hon. FRANK WILSOX : The member
for Nelson made a big song about the
inspection of sleepers. I am not going
to say a word about his attack on the
member for Northam because he has
already replied to it. I have had many
years experience in the timber ftrade,
especially in my early days here, and
1 say without any hesitation that the
Government inspection of sleepers was
altogether too severe as carried out on
behali of the Government of this State

Some of

Who told them
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and on behali of other Governments
who had their inspection work done hy
the Forestry Department. Good sleepers
were thrown out and condemned, and
I need only say that on the hundreds of
miles of railways constructed in the
timber areas—I suppose I constructed
60 or 70 miles in my time——

Mr. O'Loghlen: With condemned
sleepers. ~ « « « ~ . - - e s
Hon. FRANK WILSON: The very

rejects of the Government inspectors
and they are in the roads to-day, and the
Government have taken over some of
those railways and are running their
trains over them to-day. Those sleepers
were all paid for.

Mr. (’Loghlen : How much did they
pay for them ? - N

Hon. FRANK WILSON Every
sleeper I tock was paid for by mutual
arrangement. 1 cannot understand the
hon. member’s indigation with regard
to certain ection years ago, nor do I
believe that any action taken when we
were in power had the terrible effect
deseribed by him ot lowering the stand-
ard so that to-day the price is lower
accordingly. They are getting better
prices than ever hefore in the history
of the indusiry, excepting for a little
slump recently owing to the difficultivs
of transit, buf teking it all round, hetter
prices are obtainable to-day than during
the last 20 years. I wonld like to sce
an official of widor experience than a
clerk in ¢harge of the head office of this
department.

Mr. O’Loghlen : There will be shortly.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Tho time
has arrived, and indeed is past due,
when we should have someone in charge
of this importanty department other than
the present clerk. It is absurd to expect
proper results and satisfactory or econom-
ical control with a man who has hed
absolutely no experience outside the
office. At the same time, it must
be conceded that the timber in this
State is being reduced year by year.
It will not last for ever. Thero are
other countries with timber supplies
which will come into compstition with
us a8 soon as the war is over. We will
not get first pull on the market for
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averything. Doubtless we will get a
fairly good look in, but there are other
countries with large quantities of hard.
wood timber still to tap. This all
points to the necessity for having the
department reorganised and placed under
a proper head. I admit the difficulty.
We tried our best to get & suitable
gontleman with proper experience, and
it proved to be s very difficult matter
indeed. We tried for several years but
were unable to find & man to fill the
position. If such a man is available
I hope the Government will get hig
sarvices quickly. The Government should
not endeavour to obtain a monopoly
in the timber industry in their State
enterprises. In our day we reserved
timber country for our own requirements.
It is the duty of the Government to see
that the requirements of the State are
properly cared for and that proper
regulations are issued and insisted upon
with regard to cutting the forests. The
question of reafforestation is an im-
portant one but it is going to be a
difficult project to handle.

The Minister for Mines : It is a matter
of a8 big expenditure.

Hon., FRANK WILSON: I do not
care so much sbout the expenditure ;
it is a matter of whether the results
will be gained. Reafforestation in con.
nection with haidwocd timbers is o
differont proposition to reafforestation
in connection with softwoods. In
America they ean do things with their
pine forests which we cannot attompt
to do here with our hardwoods. Woe are
making a strong effort, I am glad to see,
to cultivato the pine in Western Aus.
tralia. I hope, notwithstanding that
there may be some doubt as to the
ultimate profit attached to the pro-
position, that we shall still go on planting
our poorer lands with pine because
1 believe that, when all is said and done,
we may rest assured il the plantations
are not destroyed by fire we shall derive
some beneflit from the venturs. We need
softwoods in Western Australia, and ss
much of them as we can get. They are
of the utmost benefit in our fruit in-
dustry, especially in connection with
box making. SBome of our pine trial
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patches ought to be almost ready for the
saw, or will be ready in a few years
time. There is no reason why the
quantity should not be increased year

" by year if we keep on planting each year,

or why, after a little time, it should be
necessary to import softwoods for local
use. The main point to observe when
our jarrah forests are cut out, the saw-
mills have ceased working and the
hewors have had their turn, is that the
areas should be closed up and the lands
loft to reafiforest themselves. If that is
done, there is no doubt that our jarrah
forests will last for many years to come,
In my opinion they will not be exhausted
in 10 years’ time. When I first came
to this State, 24 years ago, some lands
along the Eastern railway were cut out
and almost finished. The ares was
closed down so far as the cutting of
jarrah was concerned some 19 years
ago for a period of several years, and
now it has been possible for the mills
to commence work again and they are
cutting jarrah to-day. It shows that
with proper care and supervision we can
conserve our forests, and in that way
we shall be able to look forward to &
lengthy pericd of a fair supply of hard
woods.

Mr. O'Loghlen : We can assist nature.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Although
we cannot maintain the heavy output
we have been able to maintain during
the past seven or eight years, wo can
still have a fair industry and provide
sufficient wood for our own requirements,
but after all that is perhaps the most
important aspect of the whole guestion.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I
hesitate to intervene in the discussion.
I have becn quite content to listen to
the hon. member for Nelson and the
hon. member for Forest who possess such
a8 knowledge of the subject and have
mads such a study of it for years past,
to say nothing of the remarks of the
Leader of the Opposition. I do not
propose to cover the ground already
traversed by those hon. members. T
wish to say, for -the information of the
House, that I hope this will bo the
last cceasion on which there will be
any cause to complsin in regard to the
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position of Conservator of Forests. The
gentloman who has occupied that posi-
tion is really the clerk in charge, and he
has filled that post for something like
16 or 17 years. It certainly has not
been of advantage to our forests or to
the State generaily that this condition
of things should have been permitted
togoon. The conservation of our forests
is of sufficient importance to warrant the
appointment of & man with a thoroughly
up-to-date knowledge of the businoss.
Whilst I am not in the position to make
any definite announcement I think
I can say that this is the last year in
which this condition of things will exist.
I am hopeful of having & permanent
head appointed.

Hon. Frank Wilson:
got you eye on & man ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I
sm negotiating for the appointment of
& permanent head, and for the selection
of & qualified man for the position.
Shortly after I tock over the admin-
istration of this department I set abous
iuwhig  for someone who would fill
the post. Owing to the bad times
through which we have beesn passing,
however, there has of necessity heen
some delay. It will I hope be recog.
nizged, that this is one of the most difficult
positions in the service to fill. There
are many positions which might be
filled without any difficulty whatever.
In this caso, however, not only are
raen capable of filling such a position
scaree in Australia but thoy are hard
to find in any part of the world. It
is indeed difficult to get hold of a man
who has the necessary knowladge, train-
ing and experience, particularly with
regard to hardwoods. I think, however,
this diffienlty will be overcome in the
near future.

Hon. J. Mitchell : You have not any
salary provided for it ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No.
I do not hope to get a man for the
salary which is being paid to the present
oceupant of the position. DBut we shall
get over that difficulty. Surely the hon.
member would not suggest for a moment
¢hat I should refrein from making an

Have you
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appointment simply because I have not
an item provided for it on the Estimates.

Hon. J. Mitchell: You should have
one there.

The MINISTER ¥FOR MINES: 1
did not place one thero.

Hon. Frank Wilson: We put an item
on the Estimates but ¢ould not get a
man.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It
we ¢an get the man, K we shall find the
money. 1 hope the hon. member for
Nelson will soften somewhat in his
indignation, because he experiences a
difficulty in finding out where tho new
office of the department is situated.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Whore is it
situated ?

The MINISTER TFOR MINES: The
hon. member frowned and looked quite
angry becauss he did not know where
the office was to be found. X may say
that it has been transferred only during
the past few days, and 1 hope in time the
hon. member will be able to find his
way somewhere 1o the top floor of the
Lands Department where I have no
doubt he will discover the office of the
Acting Conservator.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Yoo said you
did not know where it was.
~The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member assumed, because he did
not know where it was himself, that
no one else would know.

Hon. Frank Wilsen :
in it ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No.
I do not propose to go there until I
have more time on my hands than I
have been able to find during recent
rmonths.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Have you the
reserves still in existence ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES : They
have not been interfered with since I
have been in office. I do not think
thoy will be interfered with. I recognise
it is necessary we should keep fairly
large reserves of our foreste for our
own use. It iz not my intention to
grant any more forest reserves for milling
purposes until & good case can be made
out for my doing so. In recent vears

Have vou been
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there hes beon too much destruction
going on in rogard to our forests. Nok
only has the public at large but Par-
liament itself has not quite realised
the value of our forest areas. I was
hopeful of being able to do something
to conserve our forests in the matter
of reafforestation, but unfortunately
during the past year or two I have
been unable to do anything in that
direction. It is largely a matter of
money, and money is more urgently
required just now for other purposes.

Hon. J. Mitchell : You have had tons
on money for the last two years.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes:
but I have not been able to turn it into
this channel. We shall probably find
ourselves in the position of the other
States of the Commonwealth and other
countries in the world with regard to
the supply of hardwoods, perhaps not
in the immediate foture, but in the
not distant future. Tt is not, perhaps,
impossible or improbable that within
20 or 30 years & State which had such
enormous supplies of hardwood will be
the position of having to import for its
own 1useé.

Hon. J. Mitchell :
these reserves intact.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If
we lkeep the reserves intact for ever
they will be of no use to the State.
It is not good economy to lock up the
reservos and leave them so indefinitely.

Hon. Frank Wilson : That is not what
he means. He means to say, for the
requirements of the State.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: TFor
Government requirements.

Hon. J. Mitchell: For use by the
railways.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : Ti we
find we are not getting the timber out
as rquickly as it comes to maturity and
that it begins to deeay it will be much
better to make it available in that direc-
tion.
~ Hon. J. Mitchell : It will take thou.
sands and thousands of years to decay.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: I do
not know about that. I have been in-
formed by those who ought to know that
aiter timber has reached a certain age

Not if you keep
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& pipe beginz to form in the centre
and the wood starts to decay. 1t is
much better to make it available for
public use and to market it than it is to
let it rot, as it were, on the ground.
1 do not intend to allow any of these
reserves to be encroached upon, unless
it is found to be in the best interests of
the State to interiere with them.

Item—District Torest Rangers (9),
£1,824.

Mr. ROBINSON : In view of the fact
that so maeny forest rangers and in-
spectors now are doing nothing I desire
to ask the Minister whether it is necessary
to keep all these men on as forest rangers
at the present time when little or no
timber is being sold.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I
would draw the hon. member's attention
to the fact that there is a reduction in
the item following of from 18 to 14
assistant forest rangers. Even though
there may be a falling off in the work
to be performed it is necessary to keep
forest rangers, in order that they
may generally supervise, patrol and look
after the forests. The reduction has
taken place because of the general falling
oft in business, It is necessary to main-
tain the staff of district forest rengers
becauge even though the same amount
of timber is not being obtained they have
their duties to perform in looking after
the forests.

Liem—Travelling and forage
anres fo rangers, etc., £2,500.

Mr. MUNSIE: While T ain prepared
lo recopnise that the forest rangers pro-
bably have a difficolt duly to perform, in
view of the extent of our fovests, T ob-
serve that the travelling expenses shown
here amount to £2,760 per annum, while
the total for inspection of mines, includ-
ing the salary of the State Mining En-
giseer, is only £4,687, How is the ilem
made up?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
forest rangers are continually travelling.
They are scarcely cver for a week in the
same place. The allowances are made
according to seale. As Lhere are 23 men
travelling all the year round, the amount
does not seem exeessive.

allow-



[7 Ocrobes, 1915.]

Mr. ROBINSON: Are these inspeciors
men who pass timber, or are they forest
rangers?

The M:inisler for Mines: They do both
kinds of work. '

Mr. ROBINSON:; Now that we are not
cuiting nearly so muech timber as we
were last year, could the item be reduced
by £1,000 or £500? I notice the amount
is practically the same as last year.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I
woold certainly not agree to any more ex-
penditure than neeessary in this direction,
but I am assured by those who ought to
- know that the amount would be required.
Alibough we are not cutting nearly =o
wmoeh timber as we were in betlter times,
nevertbeless the duties of these. inspectors
continue just the same. They are prac-
tically the police of the forests.

Hon. J, Mitchell: You have sleeper
passers besides these inspectors,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
Siate sawmills have sleeper passers, and
most of the work of sleeper passing is
done for the State sawmilis. Our fuiests
¢over an immense area, and there is a
deal of ftravelling, which of course in-
volves expense, I do not think it would
be safe to cot the item down,

Item—Special allowance to Acting
Conservator of Forests, also allowance
under Regulation 78, £130.

My, FOLEY : Is nol the gentleman who
is aeting as Conservator of Foresls com-
petent to fill the position permanently?
If he is not competent, what is wanting
in him?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
not prepared to say what is wanting in
him, or whether he is compefent; but the
very fact that he has occupied the acting
position, or the position of elerk-in-
charge, for the past 16 vears, shows that
those who have controlled the dephrtment
during that lengthy period have seen
some reason why in his ease a permanent
appointment should not be made. When
the position is heing filled, it will be ad-
vertised in the usual way by the Public
Service Commissioner. and the gentleman
in guestion will have an opportunity of
applying for the position just the same
as any other applicant,
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Mr. FOLEY: I was indeed sorry to
hear the Minister deprecate the faci that
in Australia we cannot get a man to fill
the position.

Hon. Yrank Wilson: The Minister did
noi say that exaectly.

Mr. FOLEY: The Minister’s statement
was fo that effect. Afier all the exper:-
ence we have had of timber, surely there
musit be amongst uws a man sulficiently
versed in the subject to be fitted for the
position of Conservalor of Forests. 1
was sorry to hear a native Ausiralian
Minister say in an Australian Parliament
that there is not in Ausiralia a man com-
petent to fill the positien. It is a slight
on Australia.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I re-
gret very much that the hon. member did
not listen more attentively, I did nos
say there was not a man in Western Aus-
tralia, or in Australia, competent to fill
the position. I said there was great diffi-
culty in filling the position either in
Western Australia or in Australia, which
i guite o different thing, 1 will place
my Australianism seeond fo that of no
man in this Chamber. If there is an
Australian fit to fill a vacaney in any de-
partmeni over which I preside, he will
ceriainly not he passed over for any
other person. Bui T am not going to
carry my Australianism to the point of
saying that under any and all ciream-
stances an Australian shall be the only
man to get any position.

Mr. BE. B. JOHNSTON: In view of
the faet that the Actinz Conservaior- of
Forests had been in charge of the depart-
ment for 16 years, under snceessive Min-
isters, who have all left him in the posi-
tion notwithstanding that on several oc-
‘casions applications were called for the
eonservatorship of forests, Mr. Richard-
son should be left in charge if the posi-
tion is to be regarded as an administra-
tive one and a highly trained technical
man is not appeinted. Mr. Richardson
had several years’ experience under Mr.
Ednie Brown. The position has been re-
garded as a zecretarial one, like those of
the Under Seeretaries for Lands and Az-
rienlture, which are held by clerical
rather- than professional men,
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Item—Maintaining nursery, and pine,
waltle, and sandalwood
£150.

Mr. SMITH: T observe that an expen-
diture of about £40 each is contemplated
for the various matters in this item.
Where are the sandalwood plantations,
and where are the wattle plantations?
What are we growing wattle for9

Member: Tanning,

Mr. SMITH: Mallet bark is mueh
superior to watile for tamning. Our
native mallet bark has praetically been
extirpated, and it would he better if we
took steps to re-establish the mallet-bark
industry,

Item — Incidental, including postage,
stationery, travelling, advertising, ex-
hibits, live stock, and other miscellaneous
charges, £800:

Mr. ROBINSON: The amount against
this item is a little more than was actn-
ally expended last year. Does not the
Minister think that it ean be eut dowan?
Travelling has heen set down for the
rangers under another item, and it eannot
be for that. Advertising—snurely the de-
partment does not have much advertising
to do in this wenther; exhibits—there
are no exhibiiions on; live stock—what
does the department want with live stock?
Does not the Minister think he could ex-
cise the whole 1ot?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I wonder how
~ the Minister can carry on the work of
the department with sueh a small vote.
If the work -We want dore is to be done
well, this item is too low.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: I was
afraid the member for Canning was go-
ing to punish me for my economy on this
item last year. We considered last year
that £1,500 would be necessary, but by
the exercise of siriect economy I spent
only £785.

Vote put and passed.

This completed the Estimates of the
Mines and Woods and Foresis Depart-
ments.

Lands Depariment (Hon. W. D, John-
son, Minister).

Vote—Lands and Surveys, £50,976:

plantations,
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Heon,
W. D. Johnson—Guildford) [10.22]: I
do not think it is necessary for me to
make any lengthy remarks in regard to
the iniroduction of these Kstimates,
Members will agree that in the last month
or twoe we have spoken mostly of lands
in the big discussions which have taken
place in this Chamber. It must be re-
cognised that one has not a great oppor-
tunity to paint a glowing picture in
connecltion with land settlement. In the
first plaee we ave just recovering from a
dronght which had a serious effect upon
land selection, and instead of the farmers
gaining a reward from that which they
produced on the land, the Government
had to go te the rescue and supply them
with that whieh, under ordinary eircum.
stances, they would bave had a surplus

* of. The effect of the recent drought ean

be gathered from the following figures.
In the year before last we had an average
yield of 1217 bushels per acre. The
lowest in any previous year sinee record
have been kept was 7.12 bushels per acre.
Last year the average was 1.91 bushels
per acre. The producfion was so small
that it bad a disastrous effect on land
selection. Then of course we have had to
suffer as a result of the war and the en-
listments in the Empire's forces have
drawn to a great extent upon the farm-
ers’ sons and those whe would have taken
up farms for themselves. Despite that,
however, we had a certain amount of
land seleetion last year. TUnder ec¢on-
ditional purehase conditions there were
1,514 applications for a total acreage of
502,551, and under leasehold selection
there were 1,410 applications for a total
area of 7,831,934 acres. The fotal num-
ber of applicaiions was 2,924, and the
area 8,344,485 acres. After all, while the
conditions were not such as to make land
selection very attractive, still we did
place a certain number on the land, In
rerard to those who have gone to the war,
and who had already selected, we are ex-
tending to them all consideration possible
in the direction of their holdings. It is
interesting to note in regard to our land
selection, just to give some flgures te
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one would like, we are getting along
fairly well, and [ anticipate as a vesult
of this year’s harvest that there will be
no difliculty in settling the land along
the several railways, although T do net
expect mueh success in dealing with land
farther out.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam):
[10.33]: I am sorry this vote has been
cut down., Surely it is the one depart-
ment of all that ought to be kepi going.
The Minisler explains that land settle-
meni has Lallen off. That is only natuoral
after the bad season. Yet we find the
Midland Railway Company aective in
land settlement, and they have taken our
surveyors. 1 think we ought to eat np
the land and get it settled. The Minister
knows that in the cutling up of an area
there is always a tail end, and the tail
end is left. The light lands have been
of considerable value during the last few
years, and land comparatively near to
raiiways which had been passed over has
sinee been settled. All the same I should
like 1o see the surveyors employed. Some
have found other employment, some have
zone to the war, and yet the Minister
finds it neeessary to reduce the staff of
surveyors by two. If the country is to
progress it must be through the Jand.
Land setilement must be encouraged. The
war will not last for all time. When it
is over it should be possible to increase
our population, partienlarly with people
to settle our broad acres, There ought to
be hundreds of thousands of acres in the
South-Wesi to ent up, The timber lands
have been classified but the Government
are no further forward. They need to
ecut up the blocks which do not earry
marketable limber in order that they
might be sold, Right through the South-
West there are blocks which will make
very good farms.

The Minister for Lands: We have re-
tained the Bridgetown Survey Office for
that purpose.

The Premier: You would not recom-
mend ecutting up land ontside the exist-
ing vailways?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: T do not know
the railway policy of the Govermment.
We have railways in that eountry from
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Pinjarra to Manjimup, the Margaret
River Railway Bill has been passed, and
1 suppose the line will be extended from
Bridgetown southwards. There is land in
that part of the Siate that ought to be
cut up and it is our duty to see that it is
cut np and to bave farms ready. Take
the red gum country in the South-West:
it these bloeks were surveyed and the
timber ring-barked it would be a wise
slep. After ring-barking it takes three
or four years before the trees die. We
want surveyors to work in this State, [
aw convinced of that, The Minister pro-
bably knows whether it will be possible
afler Lhe war is over to encourage settle-
ment on the land, not only by our own
men hut also by other men who are now
fighting. This opportonity should not be
lost sight of. We have already. discussed
at some length ihe closing of the district
survey offices and I do not want lo cover
that grouud again. The Minister is mak-
ing a mislake in amalgamating the in-
speeling staifs of the Launds Department
and the Agricullural Bapk., The AMinister
krows that under the Aet, improvements
have io be done on the land for ten years
after selection. Year by vear inspeclions
have to be made in connection with the
improvements. It is one thing to value
the work for the Lands Department and
it is quite another to wvalue it for the
Agticullural Bank., The AMinister would
not say it would be fair to credit a
sulector for improvements to the amount
the Agrieullural Bank is willing to ad-
vance.

The Minister for Lands: Is not the
man who inspeels for the Agrienltural
Bank capable of inspecting for the Lands
Department ?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I doubt if it
will work satisfactorily, The Agrienl-
toral Bank under Mr. Paterson reguires
a valuation which will make it perfeetly
safe to advance considerable sums of
money. The limit is £2,000. In connec-
tion with the Lands Department we
merely wish to know if the neeessary im-
provements have been carried out. The
valuation in the one case is totally dif-
ferent from the valuation in the other
case. I doubt if any saving will be ef-
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fected. It is possible to reconstruct until
a shilling becomes threepence and that is
what will happen here, There are 50,000
leases nnder conditional purchase condi-
tions, all of which have to be inspected
and in addition there is an enormous
amount of work done by the Agricul-
tural Banlk.

The Minister for Lands: The burden
of your song is that it is totally impos-
sible to ceconomise in this State,

The Premier: No, so long as it does
not affect the depariment in which he
took an inferest.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: I want this work
to be done well; it will not be any econ-
omy to have the work done badiy. It is
no economy te sack surveyors.

The Minister for Lands:
economical to save
ways.

The Premier: That is what you will
find with some of the reductions you
made the other night.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: It is not econo-
mieal to stop land setilement.

Mr. E. B. Jobaston: I am sorry for the
16 men who have got to do the worl.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It is impossible
for them to do the work., If there is one
department which the Minister should
treat generously, it is the Lands Depart-
ment. T he wants fo economise let him
go to the Stafe trading concerns and to
other departments, including the Trea-
sury. We are falking about economy in
connection with the Lands Department
and yet I hear the Government lave
opened another hotel. The meémber for
Irwin (¥r, James Gardiner) remarked
upon the fransfers to other departments.
The senior assistant to the under secre-
tary has been taken from the Lands De-
pariment to do duty, I believe, with the
Industries Assistance Board. I suppose
the board will pay the £4S80 for his sal-
ary so, after all, the £11,000 decrease is
merely an amount transferred to other
departments. It is nof the intention of
the Minister to get rid of any of tbese
officers whose services have been lent Lo
olher departments, so that this economy
is more imaginary than real. There is
a point in connection with the pastoral

It is not
expenditure in all
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leases to which I wish to refer, If we
are to develop our pasltoral ecountry the
Government will have to consider the ad-
visableness of extending leases bLeyond
1928, particularly in regard to new leases,
that is the lond being lensed now. Tt is
not possible for a pastoralist to develop
s lolding in 12 yeors. We should en-
courage the development of our pastoral
lands. We should encourage setllement
there as we do in other parts of the State.
I would like to know the Minister’s in-
tention in this regard. It has been
brouglht under his notice more than once.
No man will take up pasloral land unless
thie leases are extended. Of eourse im-
provemenis are paid for whep the land
is resumed,

The Premier: Not always,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I hope the Min-
ister will bave the law amended, seeing
{hat we have a Bill now before Parlia-
ment, and will make it possible to extend
the new pastoral leases partieularly for
a considerable term beyond the 12 years
now possible.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Ten years time
will be early enough {o consider renewals,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: 1 am discussing
new leases.

AMr. I, B. Johnston: I thought you in-
cluded renewals,

The Premier: We cannot do that, Your
official journal says we must not because
we arc personally intevested,

Hon. J.-MITCHELL: I am not re-
ferring to existing leases, but to the leas-
ing for a longer (erm than 12 years of
land not now oceupied. We have the
iand {here and it onght to be used. There
will be no selection of the pastoral lands
unless the term ecan he made for move
than 12 years.

The Minister for Lands: They should
not be seleeted for 15 years; even that is
too short.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Of course 15
vears is too short a time. I think pas-
tornl leases ought o be for 33 years,

The Premier: We should not permit
any more pastoral leases to be taken up
until we amend the Aect,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I do not know
that any one would take up land unless
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the Act is amended and the ferms are ex-
tended. Apart from that, we wani fo
eneourage men with eaptial to put their
money intv this industry. The Minister
shovild see if he cannof do something in
the way of amending the Act,

My, JAMES GARDINER (Irwin)
[16.50]: T regret that the Minister for
Lands could not speak as cheerfully of
his department as did the Minister for
Mines speak of his earlier in ihe evening.
It is mo good shutting our eyes to
the faet, whieb is painfully apparvent,
that fand zetllement is not going on again
for sowre considerable times I lave not
shul my eyes to the fact. There are many
things which have aceounted for the pre-
sentb state of affairs. In the first instance,
if we had classified our lands with the
same care that lhe map banging in this
Chamber shows that they have been clas-
sified sinee, ikere would have been an en-
tirely different tale to tell io the farmer.
But the fact that men have been pul out,
rainfalle guessed at, that men have been
put into distriets on very unfair classi-
fieations, that they have had two or three
had seasons culminaling in last year’s
very bad season, has bheen, and will con-
linae to be a big deterrent to land seitle-
ment. When one can go and buy a
farm in the State, or most of the farms
at the prices at which they are offering
io-day, there is not going to be any flock-
ing of the people into new distriets for
seftlement. One regrets this and says it
was an unwise policy. Without throwing
any blame npon anyone, becanse possibly
we all more or less participated in this,
T would say that behind that the blistered
hands and blistered hearts and clogmed
incenlives, there are things from which it
will take land settlement in this State a
long lime to recover, One can go where
one will and when one will and these
facts will always bhe brought home.
We can learn one valnable lesson from
the past, and that is that whatever in-
formation the Government give in regard
to land setilement, it should be of the
saune value as we attach to the command-
ments in the Bible. It should be unas-
sailable. There should be no promises in
{hjs way and that way, there should be
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no helping of men to wreek their for-
tunes, and when they have found out
Lheir ease, saying how sorry we are for
them in their sufferings and that Nature
i against them; but whatever promises
are made, they ought to be made
good. T must express sotme regret
that the expenditure in the Lands De-
partment has not heen reduced, It is
no good shufling one’s eves io the fact,
which is appavent, that after all there
is only a saving of some £11,500 io this
hig department. YWhen we look down
some of these items and see the increases,
surely it shows us that the knife of econ-
omy has not been put into the depart-
ment as deeply as it should be. There
ecanngt he an increase now in the work
of the Lands Department. Recoups have
been put in where there have heen trans-
fars to other departments, These trans-
fers nre mystifving to me. 1 see that
in one instance the chief assistant is
stroek out. Then we find M aznin
under loans to other departments, They
come in again and they are taken off
again, and there are reconps to other de-
partments, It is very diffieult for those
ef us who want to follow the Estimates
intelligently and give every assistance 1o
the Government to see where the Govern-
ment are exercising that economy which
the Premier made the keynote of his
Budget Speech. Tt is a fime for us to
see that we do exercise economy, and yet
how are we to do so when the items we
have under consideration may also ap-
pear in other parts of the Estimates?
There are other things that I ean hardly
explain, but possibly the Minister will
do g0. There is an item for draftsmen
and geodetiec survey, I do not know
whether this applies to all surveys, but
a geodetic survev is rather bigger in
its application than an crdinary sur-
vey. It is supposed to take in
huge portions of the earth’s eircumfer-
ference. We have this department with
these draftsman, and we turn over the
page and strike them again. We have
the corvespondence department, which
has increased. We turn over and strike
it again. When we come fo some individ-
nal items T am going to ask that they
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should be reduced. At the present june-
ture there are ilems pnt down here for
extra clerieal assistanee which ought not
to be necessary in view of the present
work of the Lands Department,

The Premier: If there are any in-
ereases i will he due fo automatic in-
creases over which we have no control.

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: The Pre-
mier cannot tell me that extra elerieal
asistance s necessary at this time. ‘That
argument does not go down with me. I
can realise thal automatic increases may
cotne to some of these officers. We find in
the record and correspondence branches
that, instead of things going down, they
are going up.

The Premier: Where?

Mr., JAMES GARDINER: And yet
the Government say that business is fall-
ing off. Tt us be eandid.

The Premier: Where is there extra
clerieal assistance?

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: The Pre-
mier will fnd it in the lstimafies.

The Premier: Where is there an in-
creage for extra clerical assistance?

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: It will he
found on page 48, The exira clerieal as-
sistanee provided here is £2,700 as
against an expenditure last year of
£2,704. \Will the Minister tell us that in
the position in which the Lands Depart-
ment are to-day they want the same
amouni of exira clerical assistance as
they did last year?

The Premier: Did you read the item?

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: Tt provides
for overtime for messengers, caretakers,
cleaners, special allowances for tempor-
ary drafismen and various otber things.
That is a mere bagatelle.

The Premier: These positions must he
filled, for they are permanent positions
left vacant by men who have gone to the
front. If they are filled by temporary
officers they have to go on this vote al-
though the positions are permanent ones.

AMr, JAMES GARDINER: Extra eler-
ical assistance cannot come in under the
permanent staff.

The Premier: Tt is not extra elerical
assistance,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr, Robinson; Why should it be there
at all?

The Premier: The Aunditor General re-
quires it.

Alr. JAMES GARDINER: We come to
the record and eorrespondence bLranches
and we find increases there.

The Premier: It is not extra clerical
assistance, They are permanent posi-
tions and they are automatic increases,
every one of them.

Mr, Robinson:
them to do.

Mr, JAMES GARDINER: If the Gov.
ernment have mo work for a man to do,
do they still give him an antomatic in-
crease?

The Premiey: If you have nothing for
hini to do, you just give him an auto-
matie shifl.

Mr., JAMES GARDINER: I think it
is a fair thing for the Staie to say, “If
we have no work for you, we cannot pay
you.” That is the policy of eut-to-the-
bone, and that is the policy we have to
pursue. What 1 cannot understand is
that these people occur again on the
Bstimaies. Am 1 to understand that the
whole of the correspondence clerks and
the accounis men are on the fixed staff?

The Premier: Yes.

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: Then, so
far as they are concerned, we are just
bealing the wind and can do nothing.

The Premier: You can reduce them, of
eourse,

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: I want to
understand the position clearly. Are we
io understand that no matter how little
work the Government have, and how over-
manned they are, we cannot have these
things reduced?

The Minister for Tands: Under the
Public Service Aet a Minister ean abolish
an office, but a Minister eannot dismiss
a man unless he makes a charge against
the man. Parliament, however, can do
anything, of course,

AMr. JAMES GARDINER: If thal is
50, then the Government had hetter bring
down a Public Serviee Bill before this
session closes, so that they may be in a
position to carry out the economy they

There is no work for
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want to carry out. It is absolutely idle
for the Committes to go on discussing
Lhese matters if we are faced with the
rosilion that we connet get rid of wn-
neeessary officials.

The Premier: You eun abolish 1he
office, and dispense with the officer’s ser-
vices in ihat way; but then you gel a
sclect eommittee inquiring why you did
it.

Mr. JAMES GARNINER: Wages for
siirveyors’  assistants, chainmen, and
labourers, have gone up from £2,057 to
£2,600, We are getling rid of our sur-
veyors, and yel the expenses incicdental
fo surveving are going up. I nm per-
feelly willing to listen to any renson, hul
the reason must he apparent on the things
we bave to consider.

I'he Minister for Tands: There ave
11,000 reasons, thai is all.

My, JAMES GARDINER: 1 waol to
find out how much of the £6,500 that
15 transferred to lonn from these very
listimates is for reconps.  Again, take the
Agricnltural voles. Inecidentals, for post-
ages, slalionery, advertising, and so on,
have gone up by £2,646. The rabbit-proof
fence shows an inerease of about £9,000.
Wheat farims have gone up by £4,353.

''he Minister for Lands: I have not
yet dealt with the Agrienltural Depart-
nient,

Mr, JAMES GARDINER: We rather
fell in over the same position lhe olher
night; but if we are going to discuss
the Agrienltural Department separafely,
let us discuss it separately. I ean under-
stand that the position of Ministers is
a difficult one. 1lowever, if we arve going
lo have econowmy, let us sec that we get
economy, and not some fanciful thing
whicl is not economy., I realise, and I
think every ofher man in the State real-
ises, that land setilement is going lo be
less and less for two or three yemwrs iu
(his State; Lhat is, wntil {he man on the
land ean see that he is going o get a
living out of it, and that there is going
to be some inerement left to him after-
wards. At the present juneture that
does not oblain, except in favoured dis-
tricts. Tt is no use shutting our eyes
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to the fact that that is the posilion of
Western Australia with regard to land
settlement,

Mr. WILLMOTT (Nelson)- [11+7]:
The Lands Department ever since 1
have known it—which is about 30 years—

, has been considered the mothoer of all

departments.  All the other departments
that have sprung up in Western Aus-
tralia are the ofispring of the Lands
Department.

The Premier : Who told you that ?

Mr. WILLMOET : [ know it of my
own knowledge, from heving lived here
for the last 30 years. The Mines De-
partment and every otller,aelaart.t1i011t
have sprung:{rom the Lands Depart-
ment, whichghwas the originn]“deparb-
ment in this _State. - . .

'The Premier: Where did you hear
that last ?

Mr. WILLMOTT :
it at all.
Le the faut.

Mr. Heitmann : But what is the poiné 1

Mr. WILLMOTYL ;- The point is that
the dear old mother is a hit old-fashioned.
I regret that it has been found necessary
to put off 17 inspectors of the Lands
Department. If there is no work for
them to do, then of course thoy must
go; but 1 very much doubt whether
the work: that has to he done can be
done by the 16 inspectors who are left.
The men who have been retrenched are,
in meny cases, men of long experience,
which experionce must be valualle to
the State. Motor cars huve been pro-
vided for the inspeciors, and I acknow-
ledgo that the long distances which the
light Ford cars travel are astonishing.
Certainly, an enormously larger mmount
of work cun be done with the cars than
with the old horse and teap. Regarding
the work of the inspectors, I am of opinion
that many of the Improvemonts which
they enforce are absolutely unnecessary.
In the moure heavily timbered districts,
& ring fence is quite useless. 'The moncy
expended on this fencing would be vory
much better employed In the clearing
of a little more land.

The Minister for Lands:
fence is not enforced now.

I have not heard
I am voicing what L know to

The ring
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Ministry on more than anything olse, it
te the fact that they came along and
built the railways which were authorised
by the previous Government.

Hon. Frank Wilson: They were a
fong time building them.

Mr. E. B. JOENSTON : I complained
about the deleys end I would have
liked to see them construct them as
quickly as the hon. member huilt the
Bullfineh railway, but ncither the hon.
member nor the present Government
seenmed ablo to achieve that desirable
result.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I am the best
railway bhuilder in the country.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: The hon
member's records for reilway construction
have been beaten, but I will admit that
the hon. member's record for author-
ising & lot of paper railways on the
eve of a genoral election would he
difficult to surpass. The awful struggle
that many of the settlers in Western
Australia have eoxperienced hes been
brought about through delay in the
construction of railways. The member
for Irwin seems to be a little pessimistic
about the future of land settloment,
and sbout tho position of tho people on
the land, and whilst I criticised the
member for Northam in this connection,
I do say that the whole hope of the
Govornment end of everyone elsa lies
on those people who, after having ex-
perienced three or four bad seasons,
worse than the rzinfall records of the
State over led us to believe would be
possible—

Mr. Harrison : ‘Yhat are they going
to make out of it after it is all done ¢

Mr. FE. B. JOHNSTON: There is
some hope of them making something
out of their holdings after & good year
like the present one, and that success
will encouraze them to continue the
development of their land. Reverting to
the breaking up of this professional staf,
T cannot but express regret that n stnf
which has cost so much to organise is to
be withdrawn ; and I think the Minister
will find in the rear future that the
absence of these inspectors will bring
about serious delays in the dealings of
the public with ihe department which

[54]
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will only be overcome by the reappoint-
ment of the officers.

This concluded the gencral debate on
the Lands Estimates.

Item, Fxtra clerical assistance, over-
time, messengers, caretakers, cleaners,
special allowances, temporary draftsmen,
ete., £2,700.

Mr. ROBINSON : Will the Minister
agree to report progress on this item ?

[The Deputy Speaker resumed the Chair].
Progress reported.

BILLS (2)—RETURNED FROM THE
COUNCIL.
1, Marriange Act Amendment.
2, Postponement of Debts Act Con-
tinuation.
Without amendment.

-~

Housge adjourned al 11-21 pan

Tegislative Council,

Tuesday, 121k October, 1815.

lacE
Papere presented . 1518
Select Committee, retirement of C. F. Gale . 1514
Questions: Foodstuifs Cemmission Act . .. 1814
U pinnicts and nrrenrs of fees . . 1514
Seed Wheat, price . . a4
Popers : Power Hruse, East Perth., . 1514
Rilla: Mines Rexu ution Act Amcndmem Com 1525

Licensing Act Amendment Countinqnnce,
Com, . .. 1530

The PRESIDENT took the Chair af
4.30 pom.. and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED,

By the Colonial Heceretary: 1, Reports
for year ended 30th June, 1915, of {a) Rail-
ways and Tramwavs, (h} State Children
Department. (¢) Trostees of Public lab-



